Devi Bhagavatam
THE TWELFTH BOOK
Chapter |
On the description of Gayatri

1-7. Narada said :— O Deva! The rules of Sadachéara (right ways of living) and the all-sin-
destroying unequalled Glories of the Devi Bhagavati have been described by Thee. And I,
too, have heard the nectar of the Glories of the Devi from Thy lotus mouth. The Chéandrayana
and other Vratas; described by Thee, are very difficult to practise. So they are impracticable
with the ordinary persons. Therefore, O Lord! Kindly describe those actions which can easily
be carried out by common persons, at the same time, the Devi's Grace and Siddhis can be
obtained by those practices. Again what thou hast described about the Gayatri in connection
with Sadachéara kindly say which are the chief and foremost as well as those that are more
meritorious. O Best of the Munis! Thou hast told that there are the twenty-four syllables in the
Gayatri. Kindly describe now their Risis, Chhandas, Devatas and other things that should be
known regarding them and thus satisfy my longings.

8-27. S'ri Narayana said :— O Narada! The twice-born would have done what they ought to do
if they be engaged in repeating their Gayatri only, whether they be able or not able to practise
the Chandrayana and the other vratas. Whichever Brahmin repeats the Gayatri three
thousand times and offers Arghya to the Sun in the three Sandhya times, the Devas worship
him; what to speak of other ordinary persons! Whether he practises Nyasa or not, if anybody
sincerely repeats the Gayatri Devi, Whose Nature is Existence, Intelligence, and Bliss and
meditates on Her, even if he attains siddhi in one syllable even, then as a result of that, he
can vie with the best of the Brahmanas, the Moon, and the Sun; nay, with Brahm4, Visnu, and
Mahes'vara even! O Narada! Now | will tell in due order the Risis, Chhandas, and the Devatas
of the twenty-four syllables of the Gayatri. The Risis, in due order, are (1) Vama Deva, (2)
Attri, (3) Vas'istha, (4) S'ukra, (5) Kanva, (6) Paras'ara, (7) the very fiery Vis'vamitra, (8)
Kapila, (9) S'aunaka, (10) Yajhavalkya, (11) Bharadvéja, (12) the ascetic Jamadagni, (13)
Gautama, (14) Mudgala, (15) Vedavyasa, (16) Lomas'a, (17) Agastya, (18) Kaus'ika, (19)
Vatsya, (20) Pulastya, (21) Manduka, (22) the ascetic in chief Durvasa, (23) Narada and (24)
Kas'yapa.

Now about the chhandas :— (1) Gayatri, (2) Usnik, (3) Anustup, (4) Brihati, (5) Pankti, (6)
Trisnup, (7) Jagati, (8) Atijagati, (9) S’akkari, (10) Ati S’akkari, (11) Dhriti, (12) Ati Dhriti, (13)
Virat, (14) Prastarapankti, (15) Kriti, (16) Prakriti, (17) Akriti, (18) Vikriti, (19) Samkriti, (20)
Aksarapankti, (21) Bhuh, (22) Bhuvah, (23) Svah and (24) Jyotismati. The Devatas of the
several letters in due order, are :— (1) Agni, (2) Prajapati, (3) Soma, (4) is'ana, (5) Savita, (6)
Aditya, (7) Brihaspati, (8) Maitravaruna, (9) Bhagadeva, (10) Aryama, (11) Ganes'a, (12)
Tvastra, (13) Pdsa, (14) Indragni, (I5) Vayu, (16) Vamadeva, (17) Maitrd varuni (18)
Vis'vadeva, (19) Matrika, (20) Visnu, (21) Vasu, (22) Rudra Deva, (23) Kuvera, and (24) the
twin As'vini Kumaras. O Narada! Thus | have described to you about the the Devatas of the
twenty-four syllables. The hearing of this destroys all sins and vyields the full results of
repeating the mantra Gayatri. (Note :— The Devatas, mentioned in the Gayatri Brahma Kalpa
are different from those mentioned here.)

Here ends the first Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the description of Gayatri in the
Mahapuranam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by Maharsi Veda Vyasa.

Chapter I



On the description of the S’aktis, etc., of the syllables of Gayatri

1-18. Narayana said :— O Narada! O Great Muni! Now hear which are the S’aktis in due order
of the twenty four syllables of the Gayatri Devi:—

(1) Vama Devi, (2) Priya, (3) Satya, (4) Vis'va, (5) Bhadravilasini, (6) Prabha Vati, (7) Jaya,
(8) S’anta, (9) Kanta, (10) Durga, (11) Sarasvati, (12) Vidruma, (13) Vis'ale'sa, (14) Vyapini,
(15) Vimala, (16) Tamopaharini, (17) Stksma, (18) Vis'vayoni, (19) Jaya, (20) Vas'a, (21)
Padmalaya, (22) Paras'obhd, (23) Bhadra, and (24) Tripada.

Now hear the respective colours of the several syllables of the Gayatri Devi :— (1) like
Champaka and Atasi flowers, (2) like Vidruma, (3) like crystal, (4) like lotus; (5) like the Rising
Sun; (6) white like conchshell; (7) white like Kunda flower; (8) like Prabala and lotus leaves;
(9) like Padmaréaga, (10) like Indranilamani; (11) like pearls; (12) like Saffron; (13) like the
black collyrium of the eye; (14) red; (15) like the Vaidarya mani; (16) like Ksaudra (Champaka
tree, honey, water); (17) like turmeric; (18) like Kunda flower; and the milk (19) like the rays of
the Sun; (20) like the tail of the bird S’uka; (21) like S’atapatra; (22) like Ketaki flower; (23) like
Mallika flower; (24) like Karavira flower.

Now about their Tattvas :— (1) earth; (2) water; (3) fire; (4) air; (5) Akas'a (ether); (6) smell; (7)
taste; (8) form; (9) sound; (10) touch; (11) male generative organ; (12) anus; (13) legs, (14)
hands; (15) speech; (16) Prana (vital breath); (17) tongue; (18) eyes; (19) skin; (20) ears; (21)
Prana (up going breath); (22) Apana; (23) Vyana, (24) Sdméana.

Now about the Mudréas of the syllables:— (I) Sammukha; (2) Samputa; (3) Vitata; (4) Vistrita;
(5) Dvimukha, (6) Trimukha; (7) Chaturmukha; (8) Pafichamukha; (9) Sanmukha; (10)
Adhomukha; (11) Vyapakéanjali (12) S’akata; (13) Yamapas'a; (14) Grathita; (15) Sanmukhon
mukha (16) Vilamba; (17) Mustika; (18) Matsya; (19) Kdrma; (20) Varadhaka; (21)
Simhékranta, (22) Mahakranta; (23) Mudgara, and (24) Pallava.

The Mahamudras of the fourth foot of Gayatri are (1) TrisGlayoni (2) Surabhi; (3) Aksa mala;
(4) Linga; and (5) Ambuja. O Narada! Thus | have described to you all about the Mudras, etc.,
of the several syllables of the Gayatri. If during Japam, one thinks all these and at the same
time repeats, all his sins are destroyed and his wealth gets increase and the fame attends on
him.

Here ends the Second Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the description of the S’aktis, etc., of
the syllables of Gayatri in the Mahapuranam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 Verses by
Maharsi Veda Vyasa.

Chapter IlI
On the description of the Kavacha of S’ri Gayatri Devi

1-3. Narada spoke :(— O Bhagavéan! Thou art the Lord of this world; Thou canst shew favour
and disfavour both; Thou art specially versed in the sixty-four Kalas (arts of learning); Thou
art the chief of the Yogis. | therefore ask Thee to solve a doubt of mine. By what Punyam a
man can become free from all his sins and limitations and he can realise and become of the
nature of Brahma. O Lord! And what are duly the Risis, Chhandas, Devatas, Dhyan, and
Nyasa, etc., of this meritorious act? | want to hear.

4-25. Narayana said :(— O Narada! There is but one and the only one way to this and though
that is very secret, | will disclose that to you. It is the Gayatri-Kavacha. It can destroy all sins.
Therefore to recite or to hold it on one's body enables the man to become free from all his
sins and to get all his desires fulfilled and he gets the Sayuya Mukti with the Devi (be merged



in the Devi-Body). Now hear the Risis, Chhandas, etc., of this Kavacha :— Brahm4, Visnu and
Mahes'vara are the Risis; the Rik, Yajus, Sdma and Atharva Vedas are the Chhandas; the
Parama Kala Gayatri of the nature of Brahmé is the Devatd; “Tat” in Gayatri is the Vija;
“Bharga” is the S’akti; and “Dhiyah” is the Kilaka; and its viniyoga (application) is in getting the
Moksa (liberation.). With the first four syllables touch the heart; with the next three letters
touch the head; with the next four letters touch the tuft on the crown of the head; with the next
three letters on the Kavacha; with the next four letters on the eyes and with the last four
letters make the Nyasa, all over the body repeating “Astraya Phat,” O Narada! Hear now the
Dhyanam of Gayatri, that grants all desires. The Gayatri Devi has five faces; one of which is
of white colour; and the other four is of pearl, Vidruma, golden, and Nilak&dntamani colour
respectively. Each face has got three eyes; on the head there is a crown of jewels and the
digit of the Moon is shining there. Her body is composed of the twenty-four tattvas. She has
ten hands :— On the top right and left hands there are two lotuses; lower down, there are disc
and conch shell; lower down, there are rope and skull; lower down, there are noose and goad;
and on the bottom hands right and left she is making signs of “No fear” and “ready to grant
boons.” Thus meditating on S’ri Gayatri, one is to recite the Kavacha thus :— Let the Gayatri
Devi protect my front; Savitri Devi protect my right; the Sandhya Devi, my back and the Devi
Sarasvati, my left. Let my Mother Parvati Devi protect my quarters. Let Jalas'ayini protect the
southeast; Yatudhana Bhayankari protect my South-west; Pavamanavilasini my north-west;
Rudrar(pini Rudrani protect my north-east. Let Brahmant protect my top and Vaisnavi protect
my nether regions. Let the word “Tat” in the Gayatri protect my legs; “Savituh” protect my
Knees; “Varenyam,” protect my loins; “Bhargah,” my navel. Let “Devasya” protect my heart;
“Dhimahi” protect my neck; “Dhiyah,” protect my eyes; “Yah,” protect my forehead; “Nah”
protect my head; and “Prachodayat” protect the tuft on the crown of my head.

Again let the “Tat” of the twenty-four syllabled Gayatri protect my head; “Sa,” protect my
forehead; “Vi” protect my eyes; “Tu” my cheeks; “Va,” protect my nostrils; “Re,” my mouth; “ni”
protect my upper lip; “Yah” protect my lower lip; “Bha” within my face; “rgo,” protect my
cheeks; “De,” my throat; “Va” my shoulders; “Sya” my right hand; “Dhi” my navel; “ma,” my
heart, “Hi,” my belly; “Dhi,” my navel; “Yo” my loins; “Y0”, my anus; “nah,” my thighs, “Pra,”
my Knees; “Cho” my shanks “Da” my heels; “Y&” my legs; and let “at” protect all my sides. O
Narada! This divine Kavacha of the Devi Gayatri can baffle hundreds and thousands of
obstructions and evils; can grant sixty-four Kalas and liberation. By the glory of this Kavacha,
man can become free from all evils and can attain the state of Brahma. Moreover whoever
reads or hears this acquires the fruits of making a gift of a thousand cows.

Here ends the Third Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the description of the Kavacha of S'ri
Gayatri Devi in the Mahapuranam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by Maharsi
Veda Vyasa.

Chapter IV
On Gayatri Hridaya

1-2. Narada said :— O Bhagavan! | have heard from you all about the Kavacha and the Mantra
of S’ri Gayatri. O Deva Deva! O Thou, the Knower of the present, the past, and the future!
Now tell about the Hridaya, the highest, the interior or esoteric Essence of the Gayatri,
holding which, if one repeats the Gayatri, he acquires all the punyam (merits), | am desirous
to hear this.

3-8. Narayana said :— O Narada! This subject on the Hridaya of Gayatri is explicitly written in
the Atharva Veda. Now | will speak on that, the great secret, in detail. Listen. First, consider



the Gayatri, the Devi, the Mother of the Vedas as of a Cosmic Form (Vira trupd) and meditate
all the Devas as residing on Her Body. Now in as much as the Pinda and Brahmanda are
similar, consider yourself as of the form of the Devi and meditate within yourself on the
Devatas, thus :— The Pundits, the Knowers of the Vedas, say this :— He is not yet fit to
worship the Deva and he is not an Adhikari as yet who has not been able to make himself a
Deva; therefore to establish the knowledge of the oneness of the Deva and himself, he is to
meditate the Devas within his body, thus —

O Nérada! Now | will speak on the Hridaya of Gayatri, knowing which every man becomes
able to become all the Devas. Listen. The Risi of this Gayatri Hridaya is Narayana; the
Chhandas is Gayatri; and S’ri Parames'vari Gayatri is the Devata. Perform the Nyasa of this
as mentioned before and taking your seat in a lonely place, meditate intently on the Devi with
your heart and head well collected. Now | am speaking of the Arthanyasa. Hear. Meditate on
the Devata Dyau on your head; the twin As'vins on the rows of the teeth; the two Sandhyas
on your upper and lower lips; the Agni, Fire, within your mouth; Sarasvati, on the tongue;
Brihaspati on the neck; the eight Vasus on the two breasts; the Vayus, on the two arms; the
Paryanya Deva on the heart; Akas'a, on the belly; Antariksam (the middle space) on the
navel; Indra and Agni, on the loins; Prajapati, the condensed form, as it were, of Vijiidna, on
the hip joints; the Kailas'a and the Malaya mountains on the two thighs; the Visvedevas on
the two knees; Vis'vamitra on the shanks; the Sun's northern and southern paths, the
Uttaradyana and Daksindyana on the anus; the Pitris on the thighs; the Earth on the legs; the
Vanaspati on the fingers and toes; the Risis on the hairs of the body; the Muhdrtas on the
nails; the planets on the bones; the Ritus (seasons) on the blood and flesh; the Samvatsaras
on the Nimisa (twinkling of eye) the Sun and the Moon on the day and night respectively.
Thinking thus, repeat “I take refuge of the Divine Holy Gayatri, the Chief and most Excellent
One, the Thousand eyed and | take refuge wholly unto Her.”

Then repeat “I bow down to Tat savitur varenyam,” “I bow down to the Rising Sun on the
East,” “I bow down to the Morning Aditya,” “I bow down to the Gayatri, residing in the Morning
Sun” and “I bow down to all.” O Narada! Whoever recites this Gayatri Hridaya in the morning
finds all the sins committed in the night all destroyed! Whoever recites this in the evening gets
his sins of the day all destroyed! Whoever recites this in the evening and in the morning can
rest assured to have become free of sins; he gets the fruits of all the Tirthas; he is acquainted
with all the Devas; he is saved if he has spoken anything that ought not to have been spoken;
if he has eaten anything that is not fit to be eaten; if he has chewn and sucked anything that
ought not to have been chewn and sucked; if he has done anything that ought not to have
been done and if he has accepted hundreds and thousands of gifts that ought never to have
been accepted.

The sins incurred by eating with the others in a line cannot touch him. If he speaks lies, he will
not be touched by the sins thereof; even if a non-Brahmachari recites this, he will become a
Brahmachari. O Narada! What more shall | say to you of the results of Gayatri Hridaya than
this :— that whoever will study this will acquire the fruits of performing thousand sacrifices and
repeating the Gayatri sixty thousand times. In fact, he will get Siddhi by this. The Brahmana,
who daily reads this in the morning will be freed of all the sins and go upwards to the Brahma
(Loka) and is glorified there. This has been uttered by Bhagavan Narayana Himself.

Here ends the Fourth Chapter of the Twelfth Book on Gayatri Hridaya in the Mahapuranam
S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by Maharsi Veda Vyasa.

Chapter V



On the Gayatri Stotra

1. Narada said :(— O All knowing One! Thou showest Thy grace to Thy devotees! Thou hast
described this sin-destroying Gayatri Hridaya. Now describe Her Stava (hymn of praise).

2-29. Narayana said :(— O World-Mother! O Thou, favouring Thy devotees! O Thou, the Prime
Force, O Omnipresent! Infinite! S'ri Sandhye! | bow down to Thee. Thou art the Sandhya;
Thou art the Gayatri, Savitri and Sarasvati; Thou art BrAhmi, Vaisnavi and Raudri and Thou
art red, white, and black (the colours of Gayatri, Savitri and Sarasvati) that Thou assumest
respectively. O Bhagavati! Thou art always meditated by the Munis as young in the morning,
full of youth in the mid-day, and aged in the evening. | bow down to Thee. Thou art seen by
the Tapasvis (ascetics) as Brahmani, riding on Hamsa (swan), Sarasvati riding on Garuda,
the form of Savitri) in this world, as manifesting Yayurveda in the middle space (antariksam)
and as manifesting Sdmaveda everywhere in the Rudra loka, thus roaming in the three
worlds. | bow down to Thee. O Devi! Thou art Rudrani in the Rudra loka, Vaisnavi in the
Visnu loka, and Brahmani in the Brahma loka; thus Thou shewest Thy favour to the
Immortals. O Devi! Thou art the Mother delighting the seven Risis (of the Great Bear); Thou
art Maya. Thou grantest great many boons to Thy Bhaktas. Thou art sprung from the eyes
and hands, tears and perspiration of S’iva and S’iva. Thou art the Mother of delights, Durga
Devi, recited by the following ten names :— Varenya, Varada, Varistha, Varavarnini, Garistha,
Varaha, Vararoha, Nilaganga, Sandhya and Bhoga Moksada. Thou art the Bhagirathi (the
river Ganges) in this world; the Bhogavati in the Patala; and the Mandakini (the milky way) in
the Heavens. Thou art in this world (Bhur loka) the all-enduring Prithvi (earth); Thou art the
Vayu S’akti (air power) in the middle space (Bhubhar Loka); Thou art the energy (the ocean of
Tejas) in the Heavens (Svar loka); Thou art the Great Siddhi in the Mahar loka; Thou art Jana
in the Janar Loka; Thou art Tapasvini in the Tapar loka; Thou art Truth (True Speech) in the
Satya lokam. Thou art Kamala in Visnu loka; Gayatri in Brahma loka; and the other half of
Hara as Gauri in the Rudra loka. O Devi! Thou art sung as Prakriti — “Aham” “Om-Mahat”
tattva and beyond that the Highest Sarva Brahma rapini and Samyavastha Prakriti. Thou art
the Pard S’akti; Thou art the Paraméa S’akti; O Devi! Thou art the Tri-S’akti :— the Ichchha
S’akti (the will power), the Kriya S’akti (power of action) and the Jiana S’akti (the force of
knowledge). Thou art the Ganga, Yamuna, Vipas'a, Sarasvati, Sarayu, Devika, Sindhu;
Narmada, Travatl, Godavari, S'atadru; Kaveri, Kaus'iki, Chandra Bhaga, Vitasta, Gandaki,
Tapini, Karatoya, Gomati, and Vetravati and other rivers; Thou art the 1d&, Pingala, and
Susumné nerves; Thou art Gandhari, Hastajihva, Plasa, ApQsa, Alambusa, Kuh(, S’ankhin,
Pranavahini and other nerves in the body; O Devi! Thou art the vital power in the lotus of the
heart; Thou art Svapna naika in the throat; Thou art Sadadhara in the palate; and Thou art the
Vindumalini S’akti in the pituitary space between the eyebrows.

Thou art the Kundalini in the Mdladhara (sacral plexus), the Vyapini extending upto the roots
of the hairs; Thou art Madhyasana on the crown of the head, and Thou art Manonmant in the
Brahmarandhra. O Devi! What need there is in stating these? Suffice it to say that whatever
there is seen in this universe, all art Thou; therefore, O S’ri Sandhya Devi! | bow down to
Thee. O Narada! Thus | have spoken to you about the Gayatri-Stotra that gives all successes,
destroys all sins, and yields all merits. He who reads this in the Sandhya times, with all
attention, will get sons if he has no sons, will get wealth if he has no wealth. There is no doubt
in this. Whoever reads this Stotra gets the fruits of all Tirthas, all Tapasyas, all gifts, all
sacrifices and all Yogas. He enjoys happiness in this world and finally gets the Moksa. The
Munis who are engaged in Tapasyas read this Stotra. While bathing, if one reads this,



merged under water, acquires the fruits of his being merged in the Sandhya. O Narada! |
speak this verily, verily, verily, unto you that there is no trace of any doubt in this statement.
Whoever will hear with devotion this Sandhya stotra, the nectar-like thing, will be freed from
all sins.

Here ends the Fifth Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the Gayatri Stotra in the Mahapurédnam
S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by Maharsi Veda Vyasa.

THE TWELFTH BOOK
Chapter Vi
On the one thousand and eight names of the Gayatri

1-3. Néarada said :— O Bhagavan! O All-knowing One! O Thou versed in all the S’astras! |
have heard from Thy mouth all the secrets of S’rutis and Smritis. Now | ask Thee, O Deval
How can the knowledge of that Veda Vidya (Learning) be obtained by which all sins are
rooted out and destroyed, how is Brahmajiianam obtained and how can Moksa be obtained?
How can death be conquered and how can the best results be obtained in this world and in
the next. O Lotus-eyed One! Thou ought’st to describe fully all these to me.

4-9. Narayana said :— O Néarada! O Highly Learned One! Sadhu! Sadhu! You have now put a
nice question indeed! Now | will describe one thousand and eight names of the Gayatri Devi.
Listen attentively. These all sin-destroying auspicious names were composed by Brahma and
first recited by Him. Its Risi is Brahma; the Chhandas is Anustup; the Devata is Gayatri; its
Vija is Halavarna (consonants) and its S’akti is Svaravarna (vowels). Perform the Anga Nyasa
and the Kara Nyasa by the Matrikd varnas (that is, by the fifty syllables). Now hear its
Dhyanam, that will do good to the Sadhakas (the practisers). [N.B. :— Amga Nyasa - Touching
the limbs of the body with the hand accompanied by appropriate Mantras. Kara Nyasa -
assignment of the various parts of fingers and hand to different deities which is usually
accompanied with prayers and corresponding gesticulations. | worship the Kumari (virgin)
Gayatri Devi, the Lotus-eyed One, riding on the Swan (the Pranas), and seated on a lotus
(creation); Who is three-eyed and of a red colour; and Who is bright and decorated with gems
and jewels of red, white, green, blue, yellow and other variegated colours; Who is holding in
Her hands Kundika, the rosary, lotus and making signs as if ready to grant the desired boons
and on whose neck is suspended the garland of red flowers. | worship the Devi Gayatri. [Note
:— The colours are the various emotions and feelings.]

10-16. Now | will recite the one thousand and eight names of the Gayatri, beginning with the
syllable “a” and going on a, 4, i, 1, etc., in due order of the alphabets. Listen! Her ways and
actions cannot be comprehended by intellect (Buddhi); She is therefore Achintya Laksan3;
She is Avyakta (unmanifested; unspeakable); She is Arthaméatrimahes’vari, (because She is
the Controller of Brahma, etc.); She is Amritarnava madhyastha, Ajitd and Apardjitd. Thou art
Animadigunadhara, Arka mandalasamsthita, Ajara, Aja, Aparda, Adharma (she has no
dharma, caste, etc.), AksaslOtradhara, Adhard; Akéaraddaksakarantd (beginning with the
syllable “a” and ending with the syllable “ksa”, thus comprising the fifty syllables),
Arisadvargabhedini (destroying the five passions), Anjanadripratikds’a, Anjanadrinivasini,
Aditi, Ajapa, Avidya, Aravindanibheksand, Antarvahihsthitd, Avidyadhvamsini, and
Antaratmika. Thou art Aja. Ajamukhavasa (residing in the mouth of Brahma),
Aravindanibhanana, (Vyanjanavarnatmika, therefore called) Ardhaméatrd, Arthadanajia
(because She grants all the Purusarthas.)



Arimandalamarddini, Asuraghni, Amavasya, Alaksighni, Antyajarchita. Thus end Her names
beginning with “A”. Now the names with

“A” Thou art Adi Laksmi, Adi S’akti, Akriti, Ayatanana, Adityapadavichara, Adityaparisevita,
Acharya, Avartana; Achara, and Adi Marti nivasini.

17-18. Thou art Agneyi, Amari, Adya, Aradhya, Asanasthita, Adhara nilaya (seated in the
Muladhara), Adhara (the Refuge of all), and Ak&s’anta nivasini (of the nature of Aham tattva;
Thou art Adyaksara samayukta, Antarakas’ardpini, Adityamandalagata, Antaradhvantanas’ini,
(i.e., destroyer of the Moha of Jivas). Then come the names beginning with “I.”

19-25. Thou art Indira, Istadd, Ista Indivaraniveksand, Iravati, Indrapada, Indrani, IndurGpint,
Iksukodandasamyukta, Isusandhénakarini, Indranilasamakara, ldapingalarGpini, Indrakst,
Is’'varf, Devi Ihatrayavivarjita. Thou art Uma, Usa, Udunibha, Urvarukaphalanana, Uduprabha,
Udumati, Udupa, Udumadhyaga, Urdha, Urdhakes’?, Urdhadhogatibhedini, Urdhavahupriya,
Urmimalavaggranthadayini. Thou art Rita, Risi, Ritumati (the Creatrix of the world),
Risidevanamaskritd, Rigveda, Rinahartri, Risimandala chérini, Riddhida, Rijuméargastha,
Rijudharm@, Rijuprada, Rigvedanilaya, Rijvi, Lupta dharma pravartini, LGtarivarasam bhata,
Latadivisaharini.

26-30. Thou art Ekaksard, Ekamatra, Ek&, Ekaikanisthita, Aindri, Airavataridha,
Aihikdmusmikaprada, Omkara, Osadhi, Ota, Otaprotanivasini, Aurbba, Ausadhasampanna,
Aupésanaphalaprada, Andamadhyasthita, AhkaramanurGpini. (VisargarGpini). Thus end the
names beginning with vowels.

Now begin the names beginning with consonants. Thou art Katyayani, Kalaratri, Kamakst,
Kamasundari, Kamala,. Kamini, Kanta, Kamada, Kalakanthini, Karikumbha stana bharg,
Karavira Suvasini, Kalyani, Kundalavati, Kuruksetranivasini, Kuruvinda, daladkara, Kundali,
and Kumudalaya.

31-32. Thou art Kélajhibha, Karalasya, Kalika, KalarGpini, Kamaniyaguna, Kanti, Kaladhara,
Kumudvati, Kaus'iki, Kamalakara, Kamacharaprabhanjini. Thou art Kaumari, Karunapangt,
Kakubanta (as presiding over all the quarters), and Karipriya.

33-37. Thou art Kes’ari, Kes'avanuta, Kadamba Kus'umapriya, Kalindi, Kalika, Kafchr,
Kalas’odbhavasamstutd. Thou art Kamamata, Kratumati, KamarGpa, Kripavati, Kumari,
Kunda nilaya, Kirati, Kiravdhana, Kaikeyi, Kokilalapa, Ketaki, Kusumapriya,
Kamandaludhara, Kali, Karmanirmdlakarini, Kalahansagati, Kaksa, Krita, Kirita,
Kautukamangala, Kastaritilakd, Kamra, Karindra Gamana, Kuhd, KarpUralepana, Krisna,
Kapila, Kuharas'raya, Katastha, Kudhara, Kamra, Kuksisthakhilavistapa.

Thus end the names with Ka. Now come those with Kha.

38-62. Thou art Khadga Khetadhara, Kharbh&, Khechari, Khagavahana, Khattanga dharin,
Khyata, Khagarajoparisthita, Khalaghni, Khanditajara, Khadaksyanapradayini, Khandendu
tilaka.

Thou art Ganga, Ganes’a guhapdjita, Gayatri, Gomati, Gita, Gandhari, Ganalolupa, Gautami,
Gamini, Gadha, Gandharvapsarasevitd, Govinda charand krantd, Gunatraya vibhabit4,
Gandharvi, Gahvari, Gotra, Giris’a, Gahana, Gami, Guhavasa, Gunavati (of good qualities),
Gurupapapranas’ini, Gurbhi, Gunavati (of the three gunas), Guhya, Goptavya, Gunadayini,
Girija, Guhyamatangi, Garudadhvajavallabha, Garvapaharini, Goda (grating Heaven),
Gokulastha, Gadadhara, Gokarnanilaya sakta, and Guhyamandala vartini.



Now the names with “Gha”. Thou art Gharmada, Ghanada, Ghant&, Ghora Danava marddinti,
Ghrini mantra mayi (of the SQrya mantra, Ghrini is to shine). Ghosa, Ghanasampatadayin,
Ghantéara-vapriya, Ghrana, Ghrinisantustikarini (giving pleasure to the Sun), Ghanéarimandala,
Gharna, Ghritachi, Ghanavegini, Ghanadhatumayi. Thou art Charchd, Charchitg,
Chéruhasini, Chatuld, Chandika, Chitr4, Chitramalyayi bhdsita, Chaturbhuja. Charu dantg,
Chéaturi, Charitaprada, Chadlika, Chitravastranta, Chandramah Karna Kundala, Chandrahasa,
Chérudatri, Chakori, Ghandrahasini, Chandrikd, Chandradhatri, Chauri, Chora, Chandik3,
Chanchadvagvadint, Chandrachada, Choravinas’ini, Chéruchandana liptangt,
Chanchachchamaravijitd, Charumadhya, Charugati, Chandila, ChandrarGpini, Charuhoma
priya, Charva, Charitd, Chakrabdhukd, Chandramandalamadhyasthd, Chandramandala
Darpana, Chakravakastani, Chesta, Chitra, Charuvilasini, ChitsvarGpa; Chandavati,
Chandraméa, Chandanapriya, Chodayitri (as impelling the Jivas always to actions),
Chiraprajiia, Chataka, Charuhetuki.

Thou art Chhatrayata, Chhatradhard, Chhéya, Chhandhahparichchhadd, Chhaya Devi,
Chhidranakhd, Chhannendriyavisarpini, = Chhandonustuppratisthanta, = Chhidropadrava
bhedini, Chheda, Chhatres’vari, Chhinna, Chhurikd, and Chhelanpriya. Thou art Janant,
Janmrarahita, Jataveda, Jaganmayi, Jahnavi, Jatila, Jatri (Jetri), Jaramarana varjita, Jambu
dvipa vati, Jvala, Jayanti, Jalaséalini, Jitendriya, Jitakrodha, Jitamitra, Jagatpriya,
JatarGpamayi, Jihva, Janaki, Jagati, Jard (Jaya) Janitri, Jahnutanaya, Jagattrayahitaisint,
Jvalamuli, Japavati, Jvaraghni, Jitavistapa, Jitdkrantamayi, Jvala, Jagrati, Jvaradevat,
Jvalanti, Jalada, Jyestha, Jyaghosa sphota dinmukhi, Jambhini, Jrimbhana, Jrimbha,
Jvalanméanikya Kundala. Jhinjhik&, Jhananirghosa, Jhanjha

Maruta vegini, Jhallakivadya kus’ala, Nrap&, Nbhuja, Tanka bhedini, Tanka banasamayukta,
Tankini, Tanka bhedini, Tankiganakritdghosa, Tankaniya mahorasa, Tankara Karini, Tha tha
s’avdaninadini.

63-80. Now come the names beginning with “Da.” They are :— Damari, Dakini, Dimbha,
Dundamaraikanirjita, Damaritantramargastha, Dandadamarunadint, Dindiravasaha,
Dimbhalasat kridaparayand (dancing with joy in battles). Then Dhundhi vighnes’a janant,
Dhakka hasta, Dhilivraja (followed by S’iva ganas), Nityajiiana, Nirupama, Nirguna and
Narmada river. Now :— Triguna, Tripada, Tantri, Tulasi, Tarund, Tara, Trivikramapada kranta,
Tariyapadagamini, Taruna ditya samkas’a, Tamasi, Tuhind, Tura, Trikalajidna Sampanna,
Trivali, Trilochand, Tri S’akti, Tripurd, Tunga, Turangavadana, Timingilagila, Tibra, Trisrot4,
Tamasadini, Tantra mantravis’esajiia, Tanumadhya, Trivipstapa, Trisandhya, Tristant,
Tosasamstha, Talapratapini, Tatankini, Tusarabha, Tuhindchala vasini, Tantujalasamayukta,
Tarahara valipriya, Tilahomapriya, Tirtha, Tamala kusuma kriti, Taraka, Triyuta, Tanvi,
Tris’am kuparivarita, Talodari, Tirobhasa, Tatamka priyavadini, Trijata, Tittir, Trisn&, Tribidh4,
Taruna kriti, Tapta kdnchanasamkas’a, Tapta kafichana bhdsana, Traiyambaka, Trivarga,
Trikalajianadayini, Tarpana, Triptida, Triptd, Tamasi, Tumvarustuta, Tarksyastha,
Trigunakara, Tribhangi, Tanuvallari, Thatkari, Tharava, Thanta, Dohini, Dinavatsala,
Déanavanta kari, Durgd, Durgasuranivahrini, Devariti, Divaratri, Draupadi, Dunda bhisvana,
Devayani, Duravasa, Daridrya bhedini, Diva, Damodarapriyd, Dipta, Digvasa, Digvimohini,
Danda ké&ranya nilaya, Dandini, Deva p(jita, Deva vandya, Divisada, Dvesini, Danava kriti,
Dinand thastutd, Diksa, Daivas’a disvarupini, Dhéatri, Dhanurdhard, Dhenur Dharini,
Dharmacharini, Dhurandharé, Dharaddhara, Dhanada, Dhanya dohini, Dharmas’ila,
Dhanadhyakséa, Dhanurvedavis’arada, Dhriti, Dhanya, Dhritapada, Dharmarajapriya, Dhruva,
Dhimavati, Dhiimakes’t Dharmas’astraprakas’ini.



81-98. Nanda, Nandapriya, Nidra, Nrinuta, Nandanatmikd, Narmmada Nalini, Nil4,
Nilakanthasamas’raya, Rudrani, Narayanapriya, Nitya, Nirmmala, Nirguna, Nidhi, Niradhara,
Nirupama, Nityas’'uddha, Nirajidna, Nadabindu Kalatitd, Nadavindu Kalatmik&, Nrisimhint;
Nagadhard, Nripanaga vibh(sita, Naraka Kles’anas’ini, Nardyanapadodbhava, Niravadya,
Nirakara, Naradapriyakarini, Nanajyotih, Nidhida, Nirmalatmika, Navasdtradhara, Niti, Nirupa
drava karini, Nandaja, Navaratnadhya, Naimisaranya vasini, Navanitapriya, Nari, Nila jimGta
nisvana, Nimesini, NadirGpa, Nilagriva, Nis’is'vari, Namavali, Nis’'umbhaghni, Nagaloka
nivasini, Navajambd nadaprakhya, Nagalokéd dhidevata, NOpdra Krantacharana, Narachitta
pramodini, Nimagna rakta nayana, Nirghata-sama-nisvana, Nandanodyanilaya, Nirvya
hoparichérini.

99-107.  Parvati, Paramodara, Parabrahmatmika, Pard,  Pafichkos’avinirmukta,
Pafichapataka-nas’ini, Para chitta vidhanajia, Parfichikd, PaficharGpini. Pdrnima, Parama
Priti, Paratejah prakas’ini, Puréni, Paurusi, Punya, Pundari kanibheksana, Patala tala
nirmmagna, Pritd, Pritivivardhini, Pavani, Pada sahitd, Pes’ala, Pavanas’ini Prajapati,
Paris’ranta, Parvatastana mandala, Padmapriya, Padmasamstha, Padmaksi,
Padmasambhava, Padmapatra, Padmapada, Padmini, Priyabhasini, Pas’'upas’a vinirmukta,
Purandhri, Puravasini, Puskald, Purusa, Parbha, Parijata Kusumapriya, Pativrata, Pativrata,
Pavitrangi, Puspahésa pardyana, Prajiavatisuta, Pautri, PutrapQjya, Payasvini,
Pattipas’adhara, Pankti, Pitrilokapradayini, Purani, Punyas’ila, Pranatarti vinas'’ini,
Pradyumnajanani; Pusta, Pitdmahaparigrahd, Pundarikapuravasa, Pundarikasaméanana,
Prithujanghd, Prithubhuja, Prithupada, PrithGdari, Pravéalas’obha, Pingéksi, Pitavasah,
Prachapala, Prasava, Pustida, Punya, Pratistha, Pranava, Pati, Pafichavarna, Panchavant,
Pafichikd, Panjarasthita, Paramaya, Parajyotih, Parapriti, Paragati, Parakastha, Pares’ant,
Pavani, Pavaka Dyuti, Punyabhadra, Parichchhedya. Puspahasa, PrithGdara, Pitangr,
Pitavasand Pitas’aya, Pis’achini, Pitakriya, Pis’achaghni, Pataldksi, Patukriya,
Pafchabhaksapriyachara, Putana pranaghatint, Punyagavanamadhyastha,
Punyatirthanisevita, Panchangi, Paras’akti, Paramadhada kéarini, Puspakéandasthita, P(s4,
Positakhilavistapa, Panapriya, Pafichas’ikhd, Pannagoparis’ayini, Pafichamatratmika, Prithvi,
Pathik&, Prithudohini, Purdnanyayamimansa, Patali, Puspagandhini, Punyapraja, Paradatri,
Paramargaikagochara, Pravalas’obha, Plrnas’a, Pranava, Palhabodari.

108-149. Phalini, Phaladd, Phalgu, Phutkari, Phalakakriti, Phanindra bhogas’ayana,
Phanimandalamandita, Balabala, Bahumatd, Balatapanibhams’'uka, Balabbadrapriya,
Vandya, Badava, Buddhisamstutda, Bandidevi, Bilavati, Badis’aghini, Balipriya, Bandhavi,
Bodhita, Buddhirbandhikakusumapriya, Bala bhanuprabhéakara, Brahmi, Brahmana devata,
Brihaspatistutd. Brinda, Brindavana viharini, Balakini, Bildhara, Bilavasd Bahldaka,
Bahunetra, Bahupada, Bahukarnavatamsika, Bahubahuyutd, BijarGpini, Bahurdpini,
Bindunadakalatita, BindunadasvarGpini, Baddhagodhangulitrana, Badaryas’ramavasini,
Brindaraka, Brihatskandh&, Brihati, Banapatini, Brindadhyaksa, Bahunutd, Vanita,
Bahuvikrama, Baddhapadméasanasina, Bilvapatratalasthita, Bodhidrumanijavasa, Badistha,
Bindu darpana, Bala, Vanasanavati, Badavanalavegini, Brahmé&nda bahirantasthd,
Brahmakankanasatrini, Bhavani, Bhisanavati, Bhavini, Bhayaharini, Bhadrakali, Bhujangakst,
Bhérati, Bharatas’aya, Bhairavi, Bhisanakara, Bhatida, Bhutimalini, Bhamini, Bhoganirata,
Bhadrada, Bhdrivikrama, Bh(Otavasa, Bhrigulatd, Bhéargavi, Bhdsurarchita, Bhagiratht,
Bhogavati, Bhavanasthd, Bhisagvara, Bhamina, Bhogini, Bhasa, Bhavani, Bhlridaksina,
Bhargatmikd, @ Bhamavati, @ Bhavabandhavimochini, = Bhajaniya,  BhQtadhatri-ranjita,
Bhuvanes'vari, Bhujangavalaya, Bhim&, Bherundd, Bhagadheyini; Thou art Mata, Maya,
Madhumati, Madhujihava, Manupriya, Mahadevi, Mahabhagia, Maliri, Minalochana, Mayatita,
Madhumati, Madhuméansa, Madhudrava, Manavi, Madhusambhita, Mithilapuravasint,



Madhukaitabhasamhartri, Medini, Meghamalini, Mandodara, Maha Maya, Maithili,
Masrinapriya, Maha Laksmi, Maha Kali, Maha Kanya, Mahes'vari, Mahendri, Merutanaya
Mandarakusumarchitd, Manjumanjiracharand, Moksada, Manjubhasini, Madhuradravint,
Mudra, Malaya, Malayanvita, Medha, Marakatas'yama, Méagadhi, Menakatmaja, Mahamari,
Mahéavira, Mahas'yama, Manustuta, Matrikd, Mihirdbhasa, Mukundapada Vikrama,
Madladharasthita, Mugdha, ManipUranivasina, Mrigaksi, Mahisaridha, Mahisasuramardini.
Thou art Yogasana, Yogagamya, Yoga, Yauvanakas'raya, Yauvani, Yuddhamadhyastha,
Yamuna, Yugadharini, Yaksini, Yogayukta, Yaksardjaprasatini, Yatr4, Yana bidhanajia,
Yaduvans’asamudbhava, Yakaradi-Ha Karanta, (all antahstha varnas), Yajusi, Yajia rapini,
Yamini, Yoganirata. Yatudhana, bhayamkari, Rukmini, Ramani, RAm4a, Revati, Renuka, Rati,
Raudri, Raudrapriyakara Rama mata, Ratipriya, Rohini, Rgjyada, Reva, Rasa, Rajivalochana,
Rékes’l, ROpasampanna, Rathasimhéas’anasthita, Raktamalyambaradhara, Raktagandhéanu
lepand, Raja hamsa samarddhd, Rambha, Raktavalipriya, Ramaniyayugadhara,
Rajitdkhilabhdtald, Rurucharmapari-dhana, Rathini, Ratnamalikd, Roges’l, Rogas’amant,
Ravini, Romaharsini, Ramachandra pada Kranta, Ravanachchhedakérini, Ratnavastra
parichchhinvd, Rathasthd, Rukma bhlOsana, Lajjadhidevatd, Lola, Lalitd, Lingadharint,
Laksmi, Lola, Luptavisa, Lokini, Lokavis'ruta, Lajja, Lambodari, Laland, Lokadharini Varada,
Vandita, Vidya, Vaisnavi, Vimalakriti, Varahi, Viraja, Varsa, Varalaksmi, Vilasini, Vinata,
Vyomamadhyastha, Varijasanasamsthita, Varuni, Venusambhuta, Vitihotra, VirGpini,
Vayumandalamadhyastha, VisnurQpa, Vidhikriya, Visnupatni, Visnumati, Vis'alaksi,
Vasundhara, Vamadevapriya, Vela, Vajrini, Vasudohini, Vedaksaraparitamgi, Vajapeya-
phalapradd, Vasavi, Vamajanani, Vaikunthanilaya, Vard, Vyasapriyd Varmadhara,
Valmikiparisevita.

Thou art S’akambhari, S’ivd, S’antd, S’arada, S’aranagati, S’atodari, S’ubh&chara,
S’'umbhéasuramardini, S’obhébati, S'ivakara, S’amkarardhas’aririni, S'ona (red), S’ubhas’aya,
S’ubhra, S’irahsandhanakarini, S’aravati, S’arananda, S’arajjyotana, S’ubbanana, S’arabhj,
S’dlini, S’'uddhd, S’abari, S'ukavdhana, S’rimati, S’ridharananda, S’ravananandadayini,
S’arvant, S’arbharivandya, Sadbhéasa, Sadritupriya, Sadadharasthitadevi,
Sanmukhapriyakarini, Sadamgardpasumati, Surasuranamaskrita.

150-155. Thou art Sarasvati, Sadadhara, Sarvamangalakarini, Samaganapriya, Sdksma,
Savitri, SGmasambhava, Sarvavasa, Sadananda, Sustani, Sdgarambara, Sarvais'yaryapriya,
Siddhi, Sadhubandhuparédkraméa, Saptarsimandalagatd, Somamandalavasini, Sarvajia,
Sandrakarund, Samanadhikavarjitd, Sarvottungd, Sangahind, Sadguna, Sakalestada,
Saraghd (bee), Sdryatanaya, Sukes’i, Somasamhati, Hiranyavarnd, Harini, Hrimkari,
Hamsavahini, Ksaumavastraparitangi, Ksirabdhitanaya, Ksama, Gayatri, Savitri, Parvati,
Sarasvati, Vedagarbha, Vararoha, S'ri Gayatri, and Paramvika.

156-159. O Nérada! Thus | have described to you one thousand (and eight) names of
Gayatri; the hearing of which yields merits and destroys all sins and gives all prosperity and
wealth. Specially in the Astamitithi (eighth lunar day) if after one’s meditation (dhyanam)
worship, Homa, and japam, one recites this in company with the Brahméanas, one gets all
sorts of satisfactions. These one thousand and eight names of the Gayatri ought not to be
given to anybody indiscriminately. Speak this out to him only who is very devoted, who is a
Brahmana, and who is an obedient disciple. Even if any devotee, fallen from the observances
of Achara (right way of living), be a great friend, still do not disclose this to him.

160-165. In whatever house, these names are kept written, no cause of fear can creep in
there and Laksmi, the Goddess of wealth, though unsteady, remains steady in that house.



This great secret yields merits to persons, gives wealth to the poor, yields moksa to those
who are desirous of it, and grants all desires. If anybody reads this, he gets cured of his
diseases, and becomes freed from bondages and imprisonment. All the Great Sins, for
example, murdering Brahmanas, drinking wine, stealing gold, going to the wife of one’s Guru,
taking gifts from bad persons, and eating the uneatables, all are destroyed, yea, verily
destroyed! O Narada! Thus | have recited to you this Great Secret. All persons get, indeed,
united with Brahméa (Brahama sayujya) by this. True. True. True. There is not the least trace
of doubt here.

Here ends the Sixth Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the one thousand and eight names of the
Gayatri in the Mahapuranam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by Maharsi Veda
Vyasa.

Chapter VI
On the Diksa vidhi or on the rules of Initiation

1-3. Nérada said :— | have heard the one thousand names or nama stotras equivalent in its
fruits to S’ri Gayatri, highly potent in making a good fortune and tending to a splendid
increase of the wealth and prosperity. Now | want to hear about how initiations in Mantrams
are performed, without which nobody, be he a Brahmin, a Ksattriya, a Vais'ya or a S’0dra, is
entitled to have the Devi Mantra. O Lord! Kindly describe the ordinary (Sdméanya) and the
special (vis'esa) rules thereof.

4-41. Narayana said :— O Narada! Listen. | am now telling you about the rules of initiation
(Diksa) of the disciples, pure in heart. When they are initiated, they become entitled then and
not before that, to worship the Devas, the Fire and the Guru. That method of instruction, and
religious act and ceremony is called the Dikséa (initiation) by which the Divine Knowledge is
imparted; and at once flashes in the heart and mind of the initiated that Knowledge and all his
sins are then destroyed. So the Pundits of the Vedas and the Tantras, say. (The Divine
Knowledge is like lightning, fire, arising and permeating the body, mind, and spirit.) This Diksa
ought to be taken by all means. This gives excellent merits and pure results. Both the Guru
and the S’isya (disciple) ought to be very pure and true. (This is the first essential requisite.
Then the results are instantaneous). First of all, the Guru is to perform all the morning duties,
he is to take his bath and perform his Sandhya Vandanams. He is to return home from the
banks of the river with his Kamandalu and observe maunam (silence). Then, in order to give
Diks4, he is to enter into the assigned room (Yaga Mandapa) and take his seat on an Asana
that is excellent and calculated to please all. He is to perform Achanara and do Pranayama.
Then he should take water in his Arghya vessel and putting scents and flowers in that, charge
that water with Phatkara mantra (that is, condense electricity Spirit in that). Then uttering the
Phat mantra, he is to sprinkle the water on the doorways of the worshiproom and begin his
P0ja. Firstly, on the top of the door at one end invoke the Deity Gananatha by His mantra, at
the other end invoke Sarasvati by Her mantra and at the middle, invoke Laksmi Devi by Her
mantra duly and worship them, with flowers. Then, on the right side worship Ganga and
Bighnes’a; and on the left side worship Ksettrapala and Yamuna, the daughter of the Sun.
Similarly, on the bottom of the door, worship the Astra Devata by the Phat mantra. Then
consider the whole Mandapa as inspired with the presence of the Devi, and see the whole
place as pervaded by Her through and through. Then, repeat the Phat mantra and destroy the
Celestial obstacles as well as those from the middle space (Antariksa); strike the ground
thrice with the left heel and thus destroy the Terrene obstacles. Then touching the left branch
on the left side of the choukat, put the right foot forward and enter into the Mandapa. Then
instal the S’anti Kumbha (the peace jar) and offer the ordinary Arghya (Samanyargha). Next



worship the Vastunatha and Padmayoni with flowers and Atapa rice and the Arghya water, on
the south-west and then purify the Pancha Gavya. Next sprinkle all the Mandapa and the
entrance gate with that Arghya water. And, while sprinkling with Arghya water, consider the
whole space right through as inspired with the presence of the Devi and repeat the Mdla
Mantra with devotion and sprinkle with Phat mantra. The Karta, then, uttering the mantra
“Phat,” is to drive away all the evils from the Mandapa and uttering the mantra “HGm” sprinkle
water, all around, thus pacifying the atmosphere and bringing peace into the hearts of all
present.

Then burn the Dhdpa incense inside and scatter Vikira (water, sandal-paste, yava, ashes,
Durba grass with roots, and Atapa rice). Then collect all these rice, etc., again with a broom
made of Kus’a grass to the north east corner of the Mandapa; making the Sankalpa and
uttering Svasti vachana (invocation of good), distribute and satisfy the poor and orphans with
feeding, clothing and money. Then he should bow down to his own Guru and take his seat
humbly on the soft Asanam allotted to him with his face eastwards and meditate on the Deity
(Ista Deva) of the mantra that is to be imparted to the disciple. After meditating thus, he is to
do the Bh(ta s’0ddhi (purification of elements) and perform Nyéasa, etc., of the Deya mantra
(the mantra that is to be imparted to the disciple) according to the rules stated below, i.e., the
Risi on the head; the chhandas in the mouth, the Ista Devata in the heart, Bija on the anus
and S’akti Nyasa on the two legs. Then he is to make sound thrice by the clap of his palm and
thus thwart off all the evils of the earth and the middle space and then make digbandhan
(tieing up the quarters) by the mudra chhotika three times (snapping the thumb and forefinger
together ). Then perform the Pranayama with the Mdla mantra of the would-be-Ista-Devata
and do the Matrika Nyasa in one’s own body, thus :— Om Am namah s'irasi, Om Am namah
on the face, Om Im namah on the right eye, Om Im namah on the left eye, and so on, assign
all the letters duly to their respective places. Then perform the Karanga Nyasa on the fingers
and the Sadanga Nyéasa thus :— Speak: Om Hridayaya namah, touching on the heart, utter
Om S’irase svaha, touching the head; Om S’ikhayai Vasat, touching the tuft; Om Kavachaya
HOm, touching on the Kavacha, “Om netratraydya Vausat,” touching the eye, and “Om
Astraya Phat” touching both the sides of the hand, the palm and its back. Then finish the
Nayasa by doing the Varnanyasa of the Mdla mantra in those places that are said in the
cognate kalpas (i.e., throat, heart, arms, legs, etc.).

O Narada! Next consider within your body the seat of an auspicious Asana (a seat) and make
the Nyasa of Dharma on the right side, Jidnam on the left side, of Vairagyam (dispassion) on
the left thigh, prosperity and wealth on the right thigh, of non-Dharma in the mouth and of
Non-Jiidnam on the left side, Avairagyam (passion) on the navel, and poverty on the right
side. Then think of the feet of the Asana (the body) as Dharma, etc., and all the limbs as
Adharma (non-Dharma). In the middle of the Asana (body), i.e., in the heart consider Ananta
Deva as a gentle bed and on that a pure lotus representing this universe of five elements.
Then make Nyasa of the Sun, Moon, and Fire on this lotus and think the Sun as composed of
twelve Kaléas (digits) the Moon composed of sixteen Kalas (digits) and the Fire as composed
of ten Kalas. Over this make Nyasa of Sattva, Raja and Tamo Gunas, Atma, Antaratma,
Paramatma and Jianatma and then think of this as his Ista’s altar where the devotee is to
meditate on his Ista Devata, the Highest Mother. Nyasa-assignment of the various parts of the
body to different deities which is usually accompanied with prayers and corresponding
gesticulations. Next the devotee is to perform the mental worship of the Deya Mantra Devata
according to the rules of his own Kalpa; next he is to show all the Mudras, stated in the Kalpa
for the satisfaction of the Deva. The Devas become very pleased when all these Mudras are
shown to them.



42-46. O Narada! Now, on one’s left side, erect an hectagon; inside it a circular figure; inside
this again a square and then draw within that square a triangle and over it show the S’ankha
Mudra. After finishing the P(ja of the Six Deities at the six corners of the hectagon, Fire, etc.,
take the tripod of the S’ankha (conch-shell) and sprinkling it with Phat mantra, place it within
the triangle. Utter, then, the Mantra “Mam Vahniman dalaya Das’a Kalatmane Amuka Devya
Arghyapatrasthanaya namah” and thus worshipping the S’ankhya vessel place it within the
mandala. Then worship in the S’ankha pétra, the ten Kalas of Fire, beginning from the East,
then south-east and so on. Sprinkle the S’ankha, conchshell, with the Mdla Mantra and
meditating on it, place the S’ankha (conch shell) on the tripod. Repeating the mantra “Am
Slrya mandalaya Dvadas’akalatmane Amukodevya Arghyapatraya namah” worship in the
Arghyapéatra S’ankha, sprinkle water in the S’ankha with the Mantra “Sam S’ankhya namah.”
Worship in due order the twelve Kalas of the Sun Tapini, Tapini, Dhamra, etc., utter the fifty
syllables of the Matrik& in an inverse order (i.e., beginning, see the Sarada Tilaka, with Ksam,
Ham, Sam, Sam, S’am, etc.,) and repeating the Mdla Mantra also in an inverse order, fill the
S’ankha, three-fourths, with water. Next perform in it the Nyasa of Chandrakala and uttering
the Mantra “Um Soma mandaldya Sodas’akalatmane Amukademtaya Arghya-mritaya
namah,” worship in this conchshell. Next with Ankus’a mudrd, invoke all the tirthas there,
repeating the Mantra “Gange Cha Yamune chaiva, etc.,” and repeat eight times the Mdla
Mantra (the basic Mantra). Then perform the S’adamga Nyasa in the water and with the
Mantra “Hrida namah, etc.,” worship and, repeating eight times the Mdla Mantra, cover it with
Matsyamundra. Next place on the right side of the S’ankha, the Proksani Patra (the Kos’a
vessel from which water is taken for sprinkling) and put a little water in it. By this water
sprinkle and purify all the articles of worship as well as one’s own body and consider one’s
Atman as pure and holy.

47-81. After doing works thus far the until Vis’esarghya is placed, the devotee should erect
Sarvato bhadra mandala within the altar and put the S’ali rice within its pericarp. Next spread
Kus’a grass on that Mandala and put on one Kurcha, looking well and auspicious within it,
made of twenty-seven Kus'a grass knotted with Venyagra granthi. Worship here the Adhara
S’akti, Prakriti, Kirma, S’esa, Ksama, Sudhasindhu, Manimandala, Kalpa vriksa and Ista
devatd and the Pitha. (Durgad Devi yoga pithdya namah). Then have an entire kumbha
(waterjar) having no defect, wash it inside with Phat mantra, and encircle it with the red thread
thrice as symbolising the three Gunas. Place within this jar the Nava ratna (nine jewels) with
Kurcha and worshipping it with scents and flowers put them in the jar repeating the Pranava,
and place that on the Pitha (seat). Next consider the Pitha and Kumbha (waterjar) as one and
the same and pour waters from the Tirthas, repeating in an inverse order the Matrika Varnas
(from Ksa to Ka) and fill it, thinking of the Ista Deva and repeating the basic mantra, put the
new and fresh twigs (Pallavas) of As'vattha, Panasa and mango trees, etc., in the jar and
cover its mouth and place over it fruits, rice, and chasaka (honey) and wrap it with two red
cloths. Then perform the Prana-Pratisthd and invoke the Spirit of the Devi by the
Pranasthapana Mantra and show the Mudras, Avahana, etc., and thus satisfy the Devi. Then
do the Sodas’opachéra PQja of the Devi after meditating on the Parames’vari according to the
rules of the Kalpa.

First offer “welcome” in front of the Devi and then duly offer the Padya, Arghya, Achamaniya
water, Madhuparka, and oils, etc., for the bath. Then offer nice red silken clothes and various
jewels, ornaments; repeating the Matrika syllables electrified with the Deya Mantra, worship
the whole body of the Devi with scents and flowers. Next offer to the Devi the sweet scent of
Kalaguru mixed with camphor and the Kas’miri sandalpaste mixed with Kastlri and various
nice scented flowers, for example, the Kunda flowers, etc. Then offer the Dhlpa prepared



from Aguru, Guggula, Us’ira, sandalpaste, sugar, and honey and know that the Dhlpa is very
pleasing to the Devi. Next offer various lights and offerings of fruits, vegetables and fooding.
Be particular to sprinkle everything with the water of the Kosé, thus purifying, before it is
offered to the Devi. Then complete the Anga PQja, and the Avarana-P(ja of the Devi, then
perform the duty of Vais'vadeva. On the right side of the Devi erect an altar (sthandila) six
feet square and instal Agni (Fire) there. Invoke there the Deity, thinking of Her Form and
worship Her with scents and flowers. Then with the Vyarhiti Mantra with Svaha prefixed and
Mdala (Deya) Mantra perform the Homa ceremony with oblations, charu and ghee, twenty five
times. Next perform Homa again with Vyarhiti. Next worship the Devi with scents, etc., and
consider the Devi and Pitha Devata as one and the same. Then take leave of (visarjana) the
Agni (Fire). Offer valis (sacrifices) all round to the Pars'vadas of the Devi with the remnant
charu of the Homa.

Now again worship the Devi with five offerings and offer betel, umbrella, chamara and others
and repeat the Mdla mantra thousand times. After finishing the Japam, place Karkari (a
water-jar with small holes at the bottom, as in a sieve) on the rice in the north-eastern corner
and invoke the Devi there and worship Her. Uttering the mantra “Raksa Raksa” moisten the
place with water coming out of Karkari, and repeat the Phat mantra. After re-worshipping the
Devi, place Karkari in due position. Thus the Guru finishes the Adhivasa (foregoing)
ceremony and takes his meals with the disciple and sleeps that night on that altar.

82-106. O Narada! Now | am describing briefly about the Homa Kunda (a round hole in the
ground consecrated to the Deity) and the Samskara ceremony of the Sthandila (the sacrificial
altar). Uttering, first, the Mlla Mantra, see, fix your gaze on the Kunda; then sprinkle it with
water and the Phat mantra and drive away the evil-spirits from there. Then with mantra “HOm”
again sprinkle it with water. Then draw within it three lines Pragagra and Udagagra (on the
eastern and northern sides). Sprinkling it with water and the Pranava, worship within the
Pitha, uttering the mantras from Adhara S’aktaye namah to Amuka Devi Yoga Pithaya
namah. Invoke, in that Pitha, the Highest One, Who is S’iva S’iva with all one-ness of heart
and worship Her with scents and offerings. Then think for a moment the Devi as having taken
bath and as one with S’ankara. Bring then fire in a vessel and taking a flaming piece thereof
throw that in the south-west corner. Then purifying it by the gaze and quitting the portions of
Kravyadah, impart the Chaitanya by “Ram,” the Vahnivija repeat “Om” over it seven times.
Shew, then, the Dhenumudra and protect it by Phat Kara and cover, veil, it with the mantra
“HOm.” Then turn the fire, thus worshipped with sandalpaste, etc., thrice over the Kunda and
with both the knees on the ground and repeating the Pranava, consider the Agni as the Virya
of S’iva and throw it on the yoni of the Devi in the Pitha. Then offer Achamana, etc., to the
Deva and the Devi and worship. Then light the flame with the mantra “Chit Pingala Hana
Hana Daha Daha Pacha Pacha Sarvajia JAiapaya Svaha.” Then utter the stotra to the Agni
Deva with great love, repeating the mantra “Agnim Prajvalitam vande Jatavedam Hutads’anam
suvarna varnamamalam samiddham Visvatomukham.” Then perform the Sadamganyasa to
the Agni Deva “Om Sahasrarchchise namah, Om Svasti Pirndya Svaha,” “Om Uttistha
purusaya vasat,” “Om Dhima vyapine HOm Om Sapta Jihvaya vausat” “Om Dhanur dharaya
Phat.” Repeating the above six mantras, perform the Nyasa on the heart, etc., the six places.
Now meditate on the Agni as of a golden colour, three-eyed, seated on a lotus and holding in
His four hands signs of granting boons, S’akti, Svastika and sign of “no fear,” also meditate on
Agni, as the seat of the greatest auspiciousness. Then moisten the Kunda on the top of the
belt (mekhald) with water. Next spread the Kus’a grass all around and draw the Agni yantra
over it, i.e., triangle, hectagon, circle, eight-petalled figure and BhQpura; rather have this
drawing before the Agnisthdpana. Now meditate this only. Then, within the Yantra, recite



“Vais'vanara Jataveda Lohitdksa sarvakarméani Sadhaya Svaha&” and worship Agni. Then
worship in the centre and in the hectagon at the corners worship the Saptajihva (seven
tongues Hiranya, Gagana, Rakta, Krisna, Suprabha, Bahur(pa, Atiraktikd) and next worship
within the pericarp of the lotus the Anga Devatas. Then recite the following mantras within the
eight petals :— “Om Agnaye Jatavedase namah,” “ Om Agnaye Saptajihvaya namah,” * Om
Agnaye Havyavahanaya namah,” “Om Agnaye As'vodarajaya namah,” “Om Agnaye
Vais'vanaraya namah,” “Om Agnaye Kaumara tejase namah,” “Om Agnaye Vis'vamukhaya
namah,” “Om Agnaye Devamukhdya namah” and considering the forms to hold S’akti and
Svastik, worship them. Then consider Indra and the other Lokapéalas (Regents of the several
quarters) situated in the east, south-east, and so on together with their weapons, the
thunderbolt and the other weapons, and thus worship them.

107-134. O Narada! Next purify the sacrificial ladles, etc., sruk, sruva, etc., and ghee; then,
taking ghee by sruva, go on with the Homa ceremony. Divide the ghee of the Ajyasthali (the
vessel in which the ghee for the Homa purposes is kept) in three parts; take ghee from the
right side and saying “Om Agnaye Svaha” offer oblations on the right eye of the Agni; take
ghee from the left side and saying “Om Somaye Svaha” offer oblations on the left eye of the
Agni; take ghee from the centre and saying, “Om Agnisomabhyam Svaha,” offer oblations on
the central eye of the Agni. Take ghee again from the right side and saying “Om Agnaye
Svistakrite Svaha” offer oblations to the mouth of the Agni. Then the devotee is to repeat “Om
Bhuh Svaha,” “Om Bhuvah Svaha,” “Om Svah Svaha” and offer thrice the oblations; next he
is to offer oblations thrice with the Agni mantra. After this, O Muni! for impregnation and each
of the ten Samskaras, natal-ceremony, tonsure, etc., he is to repeat the Pranava Mantra and
offer the eight oblations of ghee on each occasion. Now hear of the tenfold Samskaras :— (1)
Impregnation, (2) Pumsavan (a ceremony performed as soon as a woman perceives the
foetus to be quick), (3) Simantonnayana (a ceremony observed by women in the fourth, sixth
or the eighth month of pregnancy), (4) Jata Karma (ceremony at the birth of a child), (5)
Namakarana, (naming the child), (6) Niskramana (a ceremony performed when a new-born
child is first taken out of the house into the open air usually in the fourth month), (7)
Annapras’ana (when the rice is put in the mouth of the child), (8) Chidakarana (the ceremony
of the first tonsure), (9) Upanayana (holding the sacrificial thread; (10) Godana and Udvaha
(gift of cows and marriage). These are stated in the Vedas. Next worship S’iva Parvati, the
Father and the Mother of Agni and take leave of them. Next in the name of Agni, offer five
Samidhas (fuel) soaked in ghee and offer one oblation of ghee to each of the Avarana
Devatas.

Then take the ghee by the S’ruk and covering it with the S’ruva, offer ten oblations to Agni,
and Maha Ganes’a with mantras ending in Vausat, The Maha Ganes’a mantras run as follows
‘= (1) Om, Om Svéaha (2) Om S’rim Svah4, (3) Om S’rim Hrim Svaha, (4) Om S’rim Hrim Klim
Svaha, (5) Om S’rim Hrim Klim Glaum Svaha, (6) Om S’rim Hrim Klim Glaum Gam Svah3,
(7) Om S’rim Hrim Klim Glaum ityantah Gam Ganapataye Svaha, (8) Om Vara Varada
ityantah Svaha, (9) Sarvajanam me Vas’am ityanto Svaha and (10) Anaya Svaha ityantah.

Next perform in the Agni the Pitha P(ja and meditate on the Deya istadeva and worship him.
Next offer twenty-five oblations to his face, repeating the Mdla Mantra. Then think of that and
Agni Deva as one and the same, and then again as one with Atman. Then offer oblations to
each of the Sadamga Devatas separately. Then search for the Nadis (veins) of Vahni and Ista
Devatad and offer twenty one oblations. Then offer oblations to each of the two Devatas
separately. Next offer one thousand and eight oblations to the Ista Deva with Til soaked in
ghee or with the materials enumerated in the Kalpa. O Muni! Thus finishing the Homa



ceremony, consider that the Ista Deva (the Devi), Agni and the Avarana Deities are all
satisfied. Then, by the command of the Guru, the disciple is to take his bath and perform his
Sandhya, etc., and put on new clothes (cloth and chadar) and golden ornaments. He is to
come then, to the Kunda with Kamandalu in his hand and with a pure heart. He is to bow
down to the elders and superiors seated in the assembly and take his seat in his Asana. S'ri
Guru Deva then would look at the disciple with kind eyes and think the Chaitanya of the
disciple within his own (the Guru’s) body. Then the Guru Deva would perform the Homa and
look at the disciple with a divine gaze, so that the disciple becomes pure-hearted and able to
get the favours of the Devas. Thus the Guru must purify all the Adhvas (the passages) of the
body of the disciple.

Then the Guru is to touch respectively the feet, generative organ, navel, heart, forehead, and
the head of the disciple with Kdrcha (a bundle of Kus’a grass) and til soaked in ghee, in his
left hand and offer at each touch eight oblations, repeating the mantra “Om adya S’isyasya
Kaladhvanam S’odhayami Svaha, etc.” Thus the Guru would purify Kaladhva (in the feet)
Tattvadhva (in the generative organ), Bhlvanadhva (in the navel), Varnadhva (in the heart),
Padadhva (in the fore-head) and Mantradhva (on the head), the six Adhvas and think these
all to be dissolved in Brahma (Brahmalina).

135-155. Then, again, the Guru would think all these to be re-born from Brahma and transfer
the Chaitanya of the disciple that was in him to the disciple. Then the Guru must offer
Parnahuti and consider the Tsta Devat, placed in the fire by the visarjana mantra for the
Homa purposes, as entered into the water-jar. He is to perform again the Vyarhiti Homa and
offer all the Amgahutis (oblations to all the limbs) of the fire and take leave of the fire
withdrawing the Deity from the jar, into his own body. Uttering then the Vausat Mantra he
would tie the eyes of the disciple with a piece of cloth and would bring him from the Kunda to
the mandala and make the disciple offer puspanjali (flowers in his palm) to the Ista deva.
Then he would take away the bandage or piece of cloth from his eyes and ask him to take his
seat in the seat Kusasana. Thus the Guru, after having purified the elements of the body of
the disciple and performed the Nyasa of the Deya Mantra, would make the disciple sit in
another mandala. Then he would touch the head of the disciple with the twigs (Pallavas) of
the Kunda and repeat the Matrikd Mantra and make him have his bath with the water of the
jar which is considered as the seat of the Ista Deva. Then, for the protection of the disciple, he
would sprinkle (abhiseka) him with the water of the Vardhani vessel placed already in the
north-east corner. Then the disciple would get up and put on the pair of new clothes and
besmear his whole body with ashes and sit close by the Guru. When the merciful Guru would
consider that the S’iva S’akti has now passed out of his own body and that Divine Force, the
Devi, has entered into the body of the disciple, i.e., charged the disciple with the pass.
Thinking now the disciple and the Devata to be one and the same, the Guru would now
worship the disciple with flowers and scents. The Guru would then place his right hand on the
head of the disciple and repeat clearly in his right ear the Maha Mantra of the Maha Devi .
The disciple is to repeat also the Maha Mantra one hundred and eight times and fall prostrate
on the ground before the Guru and thus bow down to the Guru, whom the disciple now thinks
as the incarnate of the Deva.

The disciple, the devotee of the Guru, would now give as a Daksina all his wealth and
property for his whole life to the Guru. Then he would give Daksina to the priests and make
charities to the virgins; the Brahmanas, the poor and the destitute and the orphans. Here he is
not to be miserly in any way in the expenditure. O Narada! Thus the disciple would consider



himself blessed and he would daily remain engaged in repeating the Maha Mantra. Thus |
have described to you above

The most excellent Diksa. Thinking all these, you are to remain ever engaged in worshipping
the lotus feet of the Great Devi. There is no Dharma higher than this in this world for the
Brahmanas. The followers of the Vedas would impart this Mantra according to the rules stated
respectively in their own Grihya Sdtras; and the Tantrikas would also do the same according
to their own Tantras. The Vaidiks should not follow the Tantra rules and the Tantriks are not
to follow the Vaidik rules. Thus all the S’astras say. And this is the Sanatan Creed. Narayana
said :— O Néarada! | have described all about the ordinary Dikséa that you questioned me. Now
the essence in brief is this that you would remain always merged in worshipping the Para
S’akti, the Highest Force, the Maha Devi. What more shall | say than this that | have got the
highest pleasure and the Nirvana, the peace, that passeth all understanding, from my daily
worshipping That Lotus Feet duly. Vedavyasa said :— O Mahargja! O Janamejayan! After
having said this Diksatattva, the highest Yogi Bhagavan Narayana, meditated by the Yogis,
closed his eyes and remained merged in Samadhi, in the meditation of the Lotus Feet of the
Devi.

Knowing this Highest Tattva, Narada, the chief of the Risis, bowed down at the feet of the
Great Guru Néarayana and went away immediately to perform the tapasya so that he also
might see the Mahéa Devi.

Here ends the Seventh Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the Diksa vidhi or on the rules of
Initiation in the Mahapuranam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by Maharsi Veda
Vyasa.

Chapter VIII
On the appearance of the Highest S’akti

1-8. Janamejaya spoke to Veda Vyasa :— O Bhagavan! Thou art the knower of all the
Dharmas and Thou art the chief, the crown of the Pundits, knowing all the S’astras. Now | ask
Thee how is it that the twice-born have ceased to worship the Highest S’akti, the Gayatri and
they now worship the other Devatas, on the face of the distinct command in the S’rutis that
the worship of the Gayatri is nitya, that is, daily to be done at all times, especially during the
three Sandhya times, by all those that are twice-born?

In this world some are the devotees of Visnu, some, the followers of Ganapati, some are
Kéapalikas, some follow the doctrines prevalent in China; some are the followers of Buddha or
Charvaka; some of them again wear the barks of trees and others roam naked. So various
persons are seen having no trace of faith in the Vedas.

O Brahmana! What is the real cause underlying secretly here in this! Kindly mention this to
me. Again there are seen many men, well versed in various metaphysics and logic, our B.A.s
and M.A.s but then, again, they have no faith in the Vedas. How is this? Nobody wants
anything ominous to him consciously. But how is it that these so-called learned men are fully
aware and yet they are wonderfully void of any trace of faith in the Vedas? Kindly mention the
cause underlying this, O Thou! The foremost of the knowers of the Vedas.

There is, again, another question :— Thou hadst described before the glories of Manidvipa,
the highest and the best place of the Devi. Now | want to hear how is that Dvipa greater than
the great. Satisfy this servant of thine by describing these. If the Guru be pleased, he reveals
even the greatest and the highest esoteric secret to his disciple.



9-10. Sdta spoke :— Hearing the words of the King Janamejaya, the Bhagavan Veda Vyasa
began to answer the questions in due order. The hearing of this increases the faith of the
twice-born in the Vedas.

11-30. Vyéasa said :— Well has this been asked by you, O King! in due time and in an
appropriate moment. You are intelligent and it seems that you have got the faith in the Vedas.
I now answer. Listen. In ancient days, the Asuras, maddened with pride, fought against the
Devas for one hundred years. The war was very extraordinary and remarkable. In this great
war various weapons were used, variegated with numerous Mayas or ingenious devices. It
tended to destroy the whole world. By the mercy of the Highest and the Most Exalted S’akti,
the Daityas were overcome by the Devas in that Great War. And they quitted the Heavens
and the Earth and went to the nether regions, the Patala. The Devas were all delighted and
began to dwell on their own prowesses and became proud. They began to say :— “Why shall
not victory be ours. Why are not our glories great? We are by far the best! Where are the
Daityas? They are devils, powerless. We are the causes of creation, preservation and
destruction. We all are glorious! Oh! What can be said before us in favour of the Asuras, the
devils?” Thus, not knowing the Highest S’akti, the Devas were deluded. At this moment,
seeing this plight of the Devas, the World Mother took pity on the Devas and, to favour them,
O King! She appeared before them in the form of the Most Worshipful, the Great Holy Light. It
was resplendent like ten million Suns, and cool as well like ten million Moons. It was brilliant
and dazzling like ten million lightning flashes, without hands and feet, and exceedingly
beautiful! Never was this withessed before! Seeing this Extraordinary Beautiful Lovely Light,
the Devas were taken aback; they spoke amongst themselves, thus :— “What is this! What is
this! Is this the work of the Daityas or some other great Maya (Mayic) played by them or is it
the work of another for creating the surprise of the Devas!” O King! Then they all assembled
together and decided to approach towards that Adorable

Light and to ask It what It was. They, then, would determine its strength and decide what to
do afterwards. Thus, coming to this ultimate conclusion, Indra called Agni and said :— “O Agni!
You are the mouth-piece of the Devas. Therefore do you go first and ascertain distinctly what
this Light is.” Hearing thus the words of Indra, Agni, elated by his own prowess, set out
immediately from the place and went to that Light. Seeing Agni coming, the Light addressed
him thus :— “Who are you? What is your strength? State this before Me.” At this Agni replied
— “l am Agni. All the yajiias, ordained in the Vedas are performed through me. The power of
burning everything in this universe resides in me.” Then that adorable Light took up a straw of
grass and said :— “O Agni! If you can burn everything in this universe, then do you burn this
trifling straw.” Agni tried his best to burn the straw but he could not burn it. He got ashamed
and fast went back to the Devas. Asked by the Devas, Agni told them everything and said —
“O Devas! Know verily that the pride cherished by us that we are supreme, is entirely false.”

31-50. Indra then asked Vayu (wind) and said :— “O Vayu! You are dwelling in this universe,
through and through; by your efforts, all are moving; therefore you are the Prana of all; it is
possible that all forces are concentrated within you. Go and ascertain what is this Light?
Verily | do not see any other person here than you who can ascertain this great adorable
Light.” Hearing these commendable words of Indra, Vayu felt himself elated and went at once
to that place where was that Light. Seeing the Vayu, the Light, the Yaksa, the demi-god, the
Spirit asked in a gentle language :— “Who are you? What strength is there in you? Speak out
all these to me.” At this, Vayu spoke arrogantly, “I am Matarisvan, | am Vayu; about my
strength, | can move anything and | hold everything. It is through the strength of mine, that
this universe is, and is alive and brisk with movements and works.” That Highest Mass of



Light then replied :— “O Vayu! Move this straw that lies before you, and if you cannot, quit your
pride and go back to Indra ashamed.” At this Vayu tried all his might but, alas! He could not
move the straw a bit from that place!

Vayu then gave up his pride and returned to the Devas and spoke to them all about the Yaksa
(a sort of demi-god, a ghost). O Devas! Our pride is vain; in no way can we be able to
ascertain the nature of that Light. It seems that that Holy Light, adorable by all, is
extraordinary. Then all the Devas spoke with one voice to Indra :—

“When You are the King of the Devas, better go yourself and ascertain the reality of Its
Nature.” Indra, then, with great pride, went himself to the Light; the Light, too, began to
disappear gradually from the place, and ultimately vanished from Indra’s sight. When Indra
found that he could not even speak to That Light, he became greatly ashamed and began to
conceive of his own nothingness. He thought thus :— “l won’t go back to the Devas. What shall
| say to them? Never will | disclose to them my inferiority; one is better to die than do this.
One’s self-honour is the only treasure of the great and honourable. If honour is gone, what
use, then, is there in living?” O King! Then Indra, the Lord of Devas, quitted his pride and took
refuge unto That Great Light which exhibited, ere long, such a glorious character. At this
moment, a celestial voice was heard from the Heavens :— “O Indra! Go on now and do the
japam, the reciting of the Maya Vija Mantra, the basic Mantra of Maya. All your troubles will,
then, be over.” Hearing this celestial voice, Indra began to repeat the Maya Vija, the Seed
Mantra of Maya, with rapt concentration and without any food.

51-61. Then on the ninth lunar day of the month of Chaitra when the Sun entered the
meridian, suddenly there appeared in that place a Great Mass of Light as was seen before.
Indra saw, then, within that Mass of Light, a Virgin Form in full youth. The lustre from Her
body was like that of ten million Rising Suns; and the colour was rosy red like a full-blown
Java flower. On Her forehead was shining the digit of the Moon; Her breasts were full, and,
though veiled under the cloth, they looked very beautiful. She was holding noose and a goad
in Her two hands and Her other two hands indicated signs of favour and fearlessness.

Her body was decked with various ornaments and it looked auspicious and exceedingly
lovely; nowhere can be seen a woman beautiful like Her. She was like a Kalpa Vriksa
(celestial tree yielding all desires); she was three eyed and Her braid of hair was encircled
with Malati garlands. She was praised on Her four sides by the Four Vedas, Incarnate, in their
respective Forms. The brilliancy of Her teeth shed lustre on the ground as if ornamented with
Padmaraga jewels. Her face looked smiling. Her clothing was red and Her body was covered
with sandalpaste. She was the Cause of all causes. Oh! She was all Full of Mercy. O King
Janamejaya! Thus Indra saw, then, the Uma Parvati Mahes’vari Bhagavati and the hairs of
his body stood on ends with ecstasy. His eyes were filled with tears of love and deep devotion
and he immediately fell prostrate before the feet of the Devi. Indra sang various hymns to Her
and praised Her. He became very glad and asked Her, “O Fair One! Art Thou that Great Mass
of Light? If this be, kindly state the cause of Thy appearance.” O King! Hearing this, the
Bhagavati replied.

62-83. This My Form is Brahma, the Cause of all causes, the Seat of Maya, the Witness of all,
infallible and free from all defects or blemishes. What all the Vedas and Upanisadas try to
establish, what ought to be obtained, as declared by all the rules of austerity, and for which
the Brdhmanas practise Brahmacharyam, | am all that. | have told you about that Brahma4, of
the nature of the Great Holy Light. The sages declare that That Brahman is revealed by “Om”
and “Hrim”, the two Vijas (mystic syllables) that are My two first and foremost Mantras
wherein | remain hidden. | create this universe with My two parts (in My two aspects);



therefore My Vija mantra is two. “Om” Vija is denominated as Sachchidananda (everlasting
existence, intelligence and bliss) and “Hrim” Vija is Maya Prakriti, the Undifferentiated
Consciousness, made manifest. Know, then, That Maya as the Highest S’akti and know Me
as that Omnipotent Goddess at present revealed before your eyes. As moonlight is not
different from the Moon, so this Maya S’akti in the state of equilibrium is not different from Me.
(The powerful man and the power he wields are not different. They are verily one and the
same.) During Pralaya (the Great Latency period), this Maya lies latent in Me, without there
being any difference. Again at the time of creation, this Maya appears as the fructification of
the Karmas of the Jivas. When this Maya is potential and exists latent in Me, when Maya is
Antarmukht, it is called Unmanifested and when the Maya becomes Kinetic, when the Maya is
Bahirmukhi, when She is in an active Kinetic state, it is said to be Manifested. There is no
origin or beginning of this Maya. Maya is of the nature of Brahma in a state of equilibrium.
But, during the beginning of the creation, Her form consisting of the several Gunas appears,
when Maya is Bahir Mukhi, She becomes Tamas, in Her Unmanifested state. O Indra! For
this reason Her state of abstraction, and becoming introspective, this is Her Antarmukht state;
it is known as Maya and Her looking outward is Her Bahirmukhi state; it is denominated by
Tamas and the other gunas. From this comes Sattva and then R4jas and Brahma, Visnu and
Mahes'a are of the nature of the three gunas. Brahm& has the R&jo guna in Him
preponderating; in Visnu, the Sattva guna preponderates and in Mahes’a, the Cause of all
Causes, is said to reside the Tamo guna. Brahma is known as of the Gross Body; Visnu is
known as of the Subtle Body; and Rudra is known as of the Causal Body and | am known as
Turlya, transcending the Gunas.

This Turiya Form of Mine is called the state of equilibrium of the Gunas. It is the Inner
Controller of all. Beyond this there is another state of Mine which is called the Formless
Brahma (Brahman having no Forms). Know, verily, that my Forms are two, as they are with or
without attributes (Saguna or Nirguna). That which is beyond Mayéa and the Mayic qualities is
called Nirguna (without Prakritic attributes) and that which is within Maya is called Saguna. O
Indra! After creating this universe, | enter within that as the Inner Controller of all and it is |
that impel all the Jivas always to their due efforts and actions. Know, verily, that It is | that
engage Brahma@, Visnu and Rudra, the causes of the several works of creation, preservation
and destruction of this universe (they are performing their functions by My Command).
Through the terror from Me the wind blows; through my terror, the Sun moves in the sky;
through My terror, Indra, Agni, and Yama do their respective duties. | am the Best and
Superior to all. All fear Me. Through My Grace you have obtained victory in the battle. Know,
verily, that it is | that make you all dance like inert wooden dolls as My mere instruments. You
are merely My functions. | am the Integral Whole. | give sometimes victory to you and
sometimes victory to the Daityas; Yea, | do everything as | will, keeping My independence
duly and, according to the Karmas, justly. Oh! You all, have forgotten me though your pride
and sheer nonsense. You have been carried deep into dire delusion by your vain egoism. And
know now that to favour you, this My Adorable Light has issued suddenly. Hence forth banish
ever from your heart all your vain boastings and idle pratings. Take refuge wholly unto Me
with all your head, heart and soul, unto My Sachchidananda Form and be safe. (At times the
Devas forget and so fall into troubles).

84-93. Vyasa said :— Thus saying, the Mdla Pakriti, the Great Devi, the Goddess of the
Universe, vanished from their sight. The Devas, on the other hand, began to praise Her then
and there, with rapt devotion. Since that day, all the Devas quitted their pride and engaged
themselves in worshipping the Devi devotedly. They worshipped the Gayatri Devi daily during
the three Sandhya times and performed various Yajfias and thus they worshipped Bhagavati



daily. Thus, in the Satya Yuga, everybody engaged themselves in repeating the Mantra
Gayatri and worshipped the Goddess indwelling in the Pranava and Hrimkéara. So, See now
for yourself, that the worship of Visnu or S’iva or initiation in the Visnu Mantra or in the S’iva
Mantra are not mentioned anywhere in the Vedas as to be done always and for ever. They
are done for a while and not required any more when the objects are fulfilled; only the worship
of Gayatri is always compulsory, to be done at all times, as mentioned in the Vedas. O King!
If a Brahmana does not worship the Gayatri, know, then, for certain, that in every way, he is
sure to go down lower and lower. There is no doubt in this. A Brahmin is not to wait, no never,
to do any other thing; he will have all his desires fulfilled if he worships only the Devi Gayatri.
Bhagavan Manu says that a Brahmin, whether he does any other thing or not, can be saved if
he worships only the Divine Mother Gayatri. (This worshipping the Gayatri is the highest,
greatest, and most difficult of all the works in this universe). If any devotee of S’iva or Visnu or
of any other Deity worships his desired Deity without repeating the Gayatri, he is sure to
suffer the torments of hell. (But this age of Kali deludes the people and draws away their
minds from reciting this Gayatri save a few of them.) O King! For this reason, in the Satya
Yuga, all the Brahmanas kept themselves fully engaged in worshipping the Gayatri and the
lotus feet of the Devi Bhagavati.

Here ends the Eighth Chapter in the Twelfth Book on the appearance of the Highest S’akti in
the Mahapuranam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by Maharsi Veda Vyasa.

Chapter IX
On the cause of S’raddha in other Devas than the Devi Gayatri

1-20. Vyasa said :— O King Janamejaya! Once on a time, on account of an evil turn of Fate
(Karma) of the human beings, Indra did not rain on this earth for fifteen years. Owing to want
of rain, the famine appeared horribly; and almost all the beings lost their lives. No one could
count in every house the number of the dead persons. Out of hunger the people began to eat
horses; some began to eat bears and pigs, some began to eat the dead bodies while some
others carried on any how their lives. The people were so much distressed with hunger that
the mother did not refrain from eating her baby child and the husband did not refrain from
eating his wife. O King! The Brahmanas then united and after due discussion, came to the
conclusion that they would go to the hermit Gautama who would be able to remove their
distress. So all of them wanted to go quickly to the hermitage of the Muni Gautama. They
began to say :— “We hear that there is no famine in the hermitage of Gautama. Various
persons are running there from various quarters.” Thus coming to a conclusion, the
Brahmanas went to the Gautama’s As’rama with their cows, servants and relations. Some
went from the east; some from the south; some from the west, and some from the north. Thus
from various quarters the people flocked there. Seeing the Brahmanas coming there, the Risi
Gautama bowed down to them and gave them a cordial welcome and served them with seats,
etc. When all took their seats and became calm and quiet, Gautama enquired about their
welfare and the cause of their arrival. They described everything about the dire famine and
their own states and expressed their deep regret. Seeing them very much distressed, the
Muni gave them word not to have any fear; he said :— “I am today become blessed by the
arrival of the great ascetics and honourable persons like you. | am your servant. You consider
all my houses as yours. Be quite comfortable. Bear no uneasiness. When your servant is
alive, what fear do your entertain and whom do you fear? When the demerits are transformed
into good merits by your mere sight, and when you have blessed my house with the dust of
your holy feet, then who is more blessed than me? O Vipras! Kindly perform your Sandhyas,
and Japams and rest here at ease.” Vyasa said :— O King Janamejaya! Thus consoling the



Brahmanas, the Risi Gautama began to worship the Gayatri Devi with rapt devotional trance.
“O Devi Gayatri! Obeisance to Thee! Thou art the Great Vidya, the Mother of the Vedas,
Higher than the Highest; Thou art Vyarhiti represented by the Mantra ‘Om Bhur Bhuvah
Svah,” O Mother! Thou art the state of equilibrium, i.e., the Turiya; Thou art of of the Form of
Hrim; Thou art Svaha and Svadh&; Thou grantest the desires of the Bhaktas. Thou art the
Witness of the three states, Jagrat (waking), Svapna (dreaming) and Susupti (deep sleep).
Thou art the Turiya and Sachchidananda Brahma. O Devi! Thou resident in the Solar Orb and
appearest as a ruddy girl in the morning, an youthful maiden at noon and a black old woman
in the evening. O Devi! Obeisance to Thee! Now shew favour on us at this severe famine time
when all the beings are well nigh on the way to destruction.”

21-40. Thus praised and worshipped, the World-Mother appeared and gave to the Risi one
vessel (cup) full to the brim by which every one can be fed and nourished. The Mother told
the Muni :— “This full vessel, given by me to you will yield whatever you wish.” Thus saying,
the Devi Gayatri, Higher than the Highest, vanished. Then, according to the wish of the Muni,
came out from that cup, mountains of cooked rice, various curries and sweetmeats, lots of
grass and fodder, silken clothings, various ornaments and various articles and vessels for
sacrificial purposes. In fact whatever the Muni Gautama wished, that came out of the brimful
cup, given by the Devi Gayatri. Then the Muni Gautama called the other Munis that came
there and gave them wealth, grains, clothing, ornament, and the sacrificial ladles and spoons
and cows and buffaloes for the sacrificial purposes. The Munis then assembled and
performed various yajias. The place all round, then flourished and became so much
prosperous that it looked like a second heaven. In fact whatever fair and beautiful there exist
in the Trilokas, all came from the brimful cup given by the Devi Gayatri. At this time the
Munis, with sandalpaste all over on their bodies, and decorated with very bright ornaments
looked like the gods and their wives looked like goddesses. Daily utsabs began to be held in
in the As’rama of Gautama. Nowhere were seen any diseases or dacoities and there was no
fear from any such things. Gradually the As’rama’s boundary extended to one hundred
Yojanas (4 hundred miles). Hearing this greatness of Gautama, many persons came there
from various quarters. And the Muni Gautama, too, gave them words, “cast away fear” and
fed them. The Devas, on the other hand, became very much satisfied by the various Yajfias
and extolled the Muni’s greatness. So much so, that the famous Indra, the Lord of the Devas,
came in the midst of the assembly and extolled his greatness, thus :(— “This Gautama has
fulfilled all our wishes and has verily become a Kalpa Vriksa (celestial tree yielding all
desires). If this man had not done such things, in this hard famine time, we would not have
got the Havih offered in sacrifices and the prospect of our lives would have been at stake.” O
King Janamejaya! Thus the Muni Gautama fed and nourished for twelve years all the Munis,
like his sons and that place came to be recognised as the chief centre (the Head Quarters) of
the Gayatri Devi. Even today, all the Munis perform with devotion the Purasacharanams and
worship thrice the Bhagavati Gayatri Devi. Even today the Devi is there seen as a girl in the
morning, as a youthful maiden at noon, as an old woman in the evening. Then, once on a
time, Narada, of best conduct, came there playing on his great lute and singing in tune the
highest glories of Gayatri and took his seat in the assembly of the Munis.

41-62. Seeing the tranquil hearted Narada coming there, Gautama and the other Munis
received him duly and worshipped him with the Padya and Arghya. In course of conversation
he began to describe the glories of Gautama and said :— “O Best of Munis! | have heard from
the mouth of Indra, in the assembly of the Devas, your glories as to your supporting and
feeding the pure-hearted Munis and | have come to see you. By the Grace of S'ri Bhagavati
Géayatri Devi, you have now become blessed. There is no doubt in this.” Thus saying, the



Devarsi Narada entered into the temple of the Devi Gayatri and with eyes gladdened by love,
saw the Devi there and offered due hymns in praise of Her and then ascended to the
Heavens. Here, on the other hand, the Brdhmanas that were fed by Gautama, became
jealous at so much honour offered

to Gautama and tried their best so that no further honour be paid to him. They further settled
not to stay any longer in his As’rama, when the next good harvest season comes. (Thus his
glories will wane). O King! Some days passed when good rains fell and there was an
abundance of crops everywhere and the famine ended. Hearing this, all the Brahmins united,
Alas! O King! to curse the Gautama. Oh! Their fathers and mothers are blessed in whom do
not arise such feelings of jealousy! This all is the wonderful play of the powerful Time; it
cannot be expressed by any person. O King! These Brahmins created, by Maya, an aged
cow, who was to die and pushed her in the sacrificial hall of the Muni Gautama at the time of
the Homa ceremony. Seeing that cow entering into the enclosure where the Homa was being
performed, Gautama cried out “Hoom Hoom” when the cow fell there and died. And the other
Brahmanas instantly cried out “Look! Look! The wicked Gautama has killed the cow.” Seeing
this inconceivable event, Gautama was greatly nonplussed and, completing his Homa
ceremony, entered into Samadhi and began to think the cause of it. Then, coming to know
that this has been concocted by the Maya of the Brahmins, he became angry like Rudra at
the time of dissolution; his eyes were reddened and he cursed the Risis, thus :— Oh vile
Brahmins! When you are ready to cause mischief to me unjustly then let you be averse to
meditate and do the japam of the Devi Gayatri, the Mother of the Vedas. For your this act,
never you will be eager to perform any Vedic sacrificial acts or any action concerning thereof.
There is no doubt in this. You will be always averse to the mantra of S’iva or the Tantra of
S’iva. You will be always averse to Mdla Prakriti S'ri Devi, to Her Dhyanam, mantra, to any
conversation regarding Her; to the visiting of Her place or Temple, to do worship and other
ceremonies to Her, to see the Grand Festivals of the Deuvi, to singing the names and glories
of the Dewi, to sit before the Devi and to adore Her.

63-81. O vile Brahmanas! You will be always averse to see the festivals of S’iva, to worship
S’iva, to Rudraksa, to the Bel leaves, and to the holy Bhasma (ashes). You will be wholly
indifferent to practise the right ways of living as presented in the Vedas and Smiritis, to
preserve your conduct good and to observe the path of knowledge to Advaita Jfianam, to
practise restraint of senses and continence, to the daily practices of Sandhya Bandanam, to
performing the Agnihotra ceremonies, to the study of the Vedas according to one’s own
S’akha or to the daily studies thereof as to teach those things or to give, as gifts, cows, etc.,
or to perform the S’raddhas of the fathers, etc., or to perform Krichchra Chandrayana and
other penances. O Vile Brahmanas! As you are ready to do these mean things, you will have
to suffer for this that you will desist from worshipping the Most Adorable S’ri Bhagavati Devi
and that you will worship the other Devas with faith and devotion and hold on your bodies
S’amkha, Chakra and other signs. You will follow the Kapalikas, Bauddha S’astras and other
heretics. You will sell your father, mother, brothers, sisters, sons and daughters and even
your wives too!

You will sell the Vedas, Tirthas, and your Dharma. You will not feel ashamed in any way to
sell all these. You will certainly have faith in Kapalika and Bauddha opinions, Paficharatras
and Kama S’astras. O vile Brahmanas! You will not hesitate to go to your mother, daughters
or sisters and you will always be licentious with others’ wives and spend your time in that.
This is not to you only but to the women and men, all that will come in your families. Let the
Gayatri Devi be always indignant with you and let you all go in the end to the Andha Kipa



hells, etc. Vyasa said :— O Janamejaya! Thus taking the water symbolising the true rules and
laws of creation, and cursing the Brahmanas, the Muni Gautama went hastily to see the
Gayatri Devi and, on arriving at the temple there bowed down to Her. The Devi, too, became
surprised to see their actions. O King! Even to day Her Lotus Face looks similarly astonished!

82-90. Then the Gayatri Devi told Gautama with amazement :— “O Gautama! The venom of
the snake does not become less if you feed the serpents with milk; so never mind all these
things; the Karmas take their peculiar turns; it is hard to say when will happen what things.
Now be peaceful. Do not be sorry.” Hearing these words of the Devi, Gautama bowed down
to Her and went thence to his own As’rama. Here, on the other hand, the Brahmanas forgot
everything due to the curse of Gautama, of the Vedas and the Gayatri Mantra. They then
began to look at this event with wonder as unique and extraordinary. All united they
afterwards repented and going before Gautama, fell prostrate at his feet. But they could not
speak any word out of shame. Only they said frequently :— “Be pleased, be pleased with us.”
When all the assembly of the Brahmanas prayed to him for favour and grace, the Muni
Gautama took pity on them and replied. My word will never turn out false. You will have to
remain in Kumbhipéka hell upto the time when S’ri Krisna will take his incarnation. Then you
will be born in the earth in the Kali age and whatever | have uttered will exactly come unto
you. And if you are in earnest to avert my curse then go and worship the Lotus Feet of S'ri
Gayatri Devi. The is no other remedy.

91-100. Vyasa said :— Thus dismissing the Brahmanas, Gautama Muni thought that all these
occurred as a result of Prarabdha Karma and he became calm and quiet. For this reason,
after S’ri Krisna Maharéja ascended to the Heavens, when the Kali age came, those cursed
Brahmanas got out of the Kumbhipéka hell and took their births in this earth as Brahmins,
devoid of the three Sandhyas, devoid of the devotion to Gayatri, devoid of faith in the Vedas,
advocating the heretics’ opinion and unwilling to perform Agnihotra and other religious
sacrifices and duties and they were devoid of Svadha and Svaha. They forgot entirely the
Unmanifested Mala Prakriti Bhagavati. Some of them began to mark on their bodies various
heretical signs, e.g., Taptam(dra, etc.; some became Kapalikas; some became Kaulas; some
Bauddhas and some Jainas. Many of them, though learned, became lewd and addicted to
other’s wives and engaged themselves in vain and bad disputations. For these, they will have
to go again surely to the Kumbhipéka hell. So O King! Worship with your heart and soul S’ri
Bhagavati Parames'vari Devi. The worship of Visnu or S’iva is not constant (to be done
everyday); only the worship of S’akti is to be constantly performed. For this reason whoever
does not worship S’akti is sure to fall. Thus | have answered all your questions. Now | shall
describe the highest and most beautiful place, Manidvipa of the Primal Force Bhagavati, the
Deliverer from this bondage of world. Listen.

Here ends the Ninth Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the cause of S’rdddha in other Devas
than the Devi Gayatri in the Mahapuranam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by
Maharsi Veda Vyasa.

Chapter X
On the description of Mani Dvipa

1-20. Vyasa said :(—= O King Janamejaya! What is known in the S'rutis, in the Subéala
Upanisada, as the Sarvaloka over the Brahmaloka, that is Manidvipa. Here the Devi resides.
This region is superior to all the other regions. Hence it is named “Sarvaloka.” The Devi built
this place of yore according to Her will. In the very beginning, the Devi Mdla Prakriti
Bhagavati built this place for Her residence, superior to Kailas’a, Vaikuntha and Goloka.



Verily no other place in this universe can stand before it. Hence it is called Manidvipa or
Sarvaloka as superior to all the Lokas. This Manidvipa is situated at the top of all the regions,
and resembles an umbrella. Its shadow falls on the Brahmé&nda and destroys the pains and
sufferings of this world. Surrounding this Manidvipa exists an ocean called the Sudha
Samudra, many yojanas wide and many yojanas deep. Many waves arise in it due to winds.
Various fishes and conches and other aquatic animals play and here the beach is full of clear
sand like gems. The sea-shores are kept always cool by the splashes of the waves of water
striking the beach. Various ships decked with various nice flags are plying to and fro. Various
trees bearing gems are adorning the beach. Across this ocean, there is an iron enclosure,
very long and seven yojanas wide, very high so as to block the Heavens. Within this
enclosure wall the military guards skilled in war and furnished with various weapons are
running gladly to and fro. There are four gateways or entrances; at every gate there are
hundreds of guards and various hosts of the devotees of the Devi. Whenever any Deva
comes to pay a visit to the Jagadis’vari, their Vahanas (carriers) and retinue are stopped
here. O King! This place is being resounded with the chimings of the bells of hundreds of
chariots of the Devas and the neighings of their horses and the sounds of their hoofs. The
Devas walk here and there with canes in their hands and they are chiding at intervals the
attendants of the Devas. This place is so noisy that no one can hear clearly another’s word.
Here are seen thousands of houses adorned with trees of gems and jewels and tanks filled
with plenty of tasteful good sweet waters. O King! After this there is a second enclosure wall,
very big and built of white copper metal (an amalgam of zinc or tin and copper); it is so very
high that it almost touches the Heavens. It is hundred times more brilliant than the preceding
enclosure wall; there are many principal entrance gates and various trees here. What to
speak of the trees there more than this that all the trees that are found in this universe are
found there and they bear always flowers, fruits and new leaves! All the quarters are scented
with their sweet fragrance!

21-40. O King! Now hear, in brief, the names of some of the trees that are found in
abundance there :— Panasa, Vakula, Lodhra, Karnikara, S’'ins’apa, Deodéara, Kanchanéra,
mango, Sumeru, Likucha, Hingula, El&4, Labanga, Kat fruit tree, Patala, Muchukunda, Téala,
Tamala, Sala, Kankola, Nagabhdra, Punnaga, Pilu, Salvaka, Karp(ra, As’vakarna,
Hastikarna, Talaparna, Pomegranate, Ganika, Bandhujiva, Jamvira, Kurandaka, Champeya,
Bandhujiva, Kanakavriksa, Kalaguru (usually coiled all over with cobras, very black poisonous
snakes), Sandaltree, Datetree,Y(thika, Talaparni, Sugarcane, Ksira-tree,

Khadira, Bhallataka, Ruchaka, Kutaja, Bel tree and others, the Talasi and Mallikd and other
forest plants. The place is interspersed with various forests and gardens. At intervals there
are wells, tanks, etc., adding very much to the beauty of the place. The cuckoos are perching
on every tree and they are cooing sweetly, the bees are drinking the honey and humming all
around, the trees are emitting juices and sweet fragrance all around. The trees are casting
cool nice shadows. The trees of all seasons are seen here; on the tops of these are sitting
pigeons, parrots, female birds of the Mayana species and other birds of various other species.
There are seen rivers flowing at intervals carrying many juicy liquids. The Flamingoes, swans,
and other aquatic animals are playing in them. The breeze is stealing away the perfumes of
flowers and carrying it all around. The deer are following this breeze. The wild mad peacocks
are dancing with madness and the whole place looks very nice, lovely and charming. Next
this Kdmsya enclosure comes the third enclosure wall of copper. It is square shaped and
seven yojanas high. Within this are forests of Kalpavriksas, bearing golden leaves and flowers
and fruits like gems. Their perfumes spread ten yojanas and gladden things all around. The
king of the seasons preserves always this place. The king’'s seat is made of flowers; his



umbrella is of flowers; ornaments made of flowers; he drinks the honey of the flowers; and,
with rolling eyes, he lives here always with his two wives named Madhu S’'ri and Madhava
S’ri. The two wives of Spring have their faces always smiling. They play with bunches of
flowers. This forest is very pleasant. Oh! The honey of the flowers is seen here in abundance.
The perfumes of the full blown flowers spread to a distance of ten yojanas. The Gandharbhas,
the musicians, live here with their wives.

41-60. The places round this are filled with the beauties of the spring and with the cooing of
cuckoos. No doubt this place intensifies the desires of the amorous persons! O King! Next
comes the enclosure wall, made of lead. Its height is seven yojanas. Within this enclosure
there is the garden of the Santadnaka tree. The fragrance of its flowers extends to ten yojanas.
The flowers look like gold and are always in full bloom. Its fruits are very sweet. They seem to
be imbued with nectar drops. In this garden resides always the Summer Season with his two
wives S’ukra S’ri and S’uchi S’ri. The inhabitants of this place always remain under trees;
otherwise they will be scorched by summer rays. Various Siddhas and Devas inhabit this
place. The female sensualists here get their bodies all anointed with sandal paste and all
decked with flower garlands and they stalk to and fro with fans in their hands. There is water
to be found here very cool and refreshing. And owing to heat all the people here use this
water. Next to this lead enclosure comes the wall made of brass, the fifth enclosure wall. It is
seven yojanas long. In the centre is situated the garden of Hari Chandana trees. Its ruler is
the Rainy Season.

The lightnings are his auburn eyes; the clouds are his armour, the thunder is his voice and the
rainbow is his arrow. Surrounded by his hosts he rains incessantly. He has twelve wives :— (1)
Nabhah S'ri, (2) Nabhahsya S'r, (3) Svarasya, (4) Rasyasalini, (5) Amba, (6) Dula, (7)
Niratni, (8) Abhramanti, (9) Megha Yantikd, (10) Varsayanti, (11) Chivunika, and (12)
Varidhara (some say Madamatta). All the trees here are always seen with new leaves and
entwined with new creepers. The whole site is covered all over with fresh green leaves and
twigs. The rivers here always flow full and the current is strong, indeed! The tanks here are
very dirty like the minds of worldly persons attached to worldly things. The devotees of the
Devi, the Siddhas and the Devas and those that consecrated in their life times tanks, wells,
and reservoirs for the satisfaction of the Devas dwell here with their wives. O King! Next to
this brass enclosure comes, the sixth enclosure wall made of five fold irons. It is seven
yojanas long. In the centre is situated the Garden of Mandéara trees. This garden is beautified
by various creepers, flowers and leaves. The Autumn season lives here with his two wives
Isalaksmt and Urjalaksmi and he is the ruler. Various Siddha persons dwell here with their
wives, well clothed. O King! Next to this comes the seventh enclosure wall, seven yojanas
long and built of silver.

61-80. In the centre is situated the garden of Parijata trees. They are filled with bunches of
flowers. The fragrance of these Parijatas extend upto the ten Yojanas and gladden all the
things all around. Those who are the Devi Bhaktas and who do the works of the Devi are
delighted with this fragrance. The Hemanta (Dewy) season is the Regent of this place. He
lives here with his two wives Saha S’rT and Sahasya S’ri and with his hosts. Those who are of
a loving nature are pleased hereby. Those who have become perfect by performing the
Vratas of the Devi live here also. O King! Next to this silver, there comes the eighth enclosure
wall built of molten gold. It is seven Yojanas long. In the centre there is the garden of the
Kadamba tree. The trees are always covered with fruits and flowers and the honey is coming
out always from the trees from all the sides. The devotees of the Devi drink this honey always
and feel intense delight; the Dewy Season is the Regent of this place. He resides here with



his two wives Tapah S’ri and Tapasya S'ri and his various hosts, and enjoys gladly various
objects of enjoyments. Those who had made various gifts for the Devi’s satisfaction, those
great Siddha Purusas live here with their wives and relatives very gladly in various
enjoyments. O King! Next to this golden enclosure well comes the ninth enclosure made of
red Kum Kum like (saffron) Pusparadga gems. The ground inside this enclosure, the ditches or
the basins for water dug round their roots are all built of Puspardga gems. Next to this wall
there are other enclosure walls built of various other gems and jewels; the sites, forests,
trees, flowers birds, rivers, tanks, lotuses, mandapas (halls) and their pillars are all built
respectively of those gems. Only this is to be remembered that those coming nearer and
nearer to the centre are one lakh times more brilliant than the ones receding from them. This
is the general rule observed in the construction of these enclosures and the articles contained
therein. Here the Regents of the several quarters, the Dikpalas, representing the sum total of
the several Dikpalas of every Brahméanda and their guardians reside. On the eastern quarter
is situated the Amaravati city. Here the high-peaked mountains exist and various trees are
seen. Indra, the Lord of the Devas, dwells here. Whatever beauty exists in the separate
Heavens in the several places, one thousand times, rather more than that, exists in the
Heaven of this cosmic Indra, the thousand-eyed, here. Here Indra mounting on the elephant
Airavata, with thunderbolt in his hand, lives with S’achi Devi and other immortal ladies and
with the hosts of the Deva forces. On the Agni (south-eastern) corner is the city of Agni. This
represents the sum total of the several cities of Agni in different Brahmandas.

81-100. Here resides the Agni Deva very gladly with his two wives Svaha and Svadha and
with his Vahana and the other Devas. On the south is situated the city of Yama, the God of
Death. Here lives Dharma Réaja with rod in his hand and with Chitragupta and several other
hosts. On the south-westen corner is the place of the Raksasas. Here resides Nirriti with his
axe in his hand and with his wife and other Raksasas. On the west is the city of Varuna. Here
Varuna raja resides with his wife Varuni and intoxicated with the drink of Varuni honey; his
weapon is the noose, his Vahana is the King of fishes and his subjects are the aquatic
animals. On the north-western corner dwells Vayudeva. Here Pavana Deva lives with his wife
and with the Yogis perfect in the practice of Pranayama. He holds a flag in his hand.

His Vahana, is deer and his family consists of the forty nine Vayus. On the north resides the
Yaksas. The corpulent King of the Yaksas, Kuvera, lives here with his S’aktis Vriddhi and
Riddhi, and in possession of various gems and jewels. His generals Manibhadra, Purna
bhadra, Maniman, Manikandhara, Manibhdsa, Manisragvi, Manikar-mukadhéri, etc., live here.
On the north eastern corner is situated the Rudra loka, decked with invaluable gems. Here
dwells the Rudra Deva. On His back is kept the arrow-case and he holds a bow in his left
hand. He looks very angry and his eyes are red with anger. There are other Rudras like him
with bows and spears and other weapons, surrounding him. The faces of some of them are
distorted; some are very horrible indeed! Fire is coming out from the mouths of some others.
Some have ten hands; some have hundred hands and some have thousand hands; some
have ten feet; some have ten heads whereas some others have three eyes. Those who roam
in the intermediate spaces between the heaven and earth, those who move on the earth, or
the Rudras mentioned in the Rudradhyaya all live here. O King! Tsana, the Regent of the north
eastern quarter lives here with Bhadrakali and other Matriganas, with Kotis and Kotis of
Rudréanis and with Damaris and Vira Bhadras and various other S’aktis. On his neck there is
a garland of skulls, on his hand there is a ring of snakes; he wears a tiger skin; his upper
clothing is a tiger skin and his body is smeared with the ashes of the dead. He sounds
frequently his Damaru; this sound reverberates on all sides, he makes big laughs called



Attahasya, reverberating through the heavens. He remains always surrounded with
Pramathas and Bhdtas; they live here.

Here ends the Tenth Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the description of Mani Dvipa in the
Mahé&puranam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by Maharsi Veda Vyasa.

On the description of the enclosure walls built of Padmaraga mani, etc., of the Mani Dvipa

1-30. Vyasa said :— O King Janamejaya! Next to this Pusparaga mani enclosure wall comes
the tenth enclosure wall, made of Padmaraga mani, red like the red Kunkuma and the Rising
Sun. It is ten yojanas high. All its ground, entrance gates and temples and arbours are all
made of Padmaraga mani. Within this reside the sixty four Kalas or Sub-S’aktis adorned with
various ornaments and holding weapons in their hands. Each of them has a separate Loka
(region) allotted and within this Loka he has get his own formidable weapons, Vahanas,
families and their leaders or Governors. O King! Now hear the names of the sixty four Kalas.
They are :— Pingaléksi, Vis'alaksi, Samriddhi, Vriddhi, S'raddha, Svaha, Svadha, Maya,
Safigha, Vasundhara, Trilokadhatri, Savitri, Gayatri, Tridas’es'vsri, Surdpa, Bahurlp3,
Skandamata, Achyutapriya, Vimala, Amala, Aruni, Aruni, Prakriti, Vikriti, S’risti, Sthiti,
Samrhiti, Sandhya, Mata, Sati, Hamsi, Mardika, Vajrika, Para, Devamata, Bhagavati, Devaki,
Kamalasana, Trimukhi, Saptamukhi, Surasura vimardini, Lambosthi, Urdhakes’, Bahusirsa,
Vrikodari Ratharekhahvaya, S’as’irekd, Gaganavega, Pavanavega, Bhuvanapala,
Madanatura, Ananga, Anangamathana, Anangamekhalda, Anangakusuma, VisvarQpa,
Suradika, Ksayamkari, Aksyobhya, Satyavadini, BahurGpa, S’uchivrata, Udara and Vagis’i.
These are the sixty four Kalas. All of them have got luminous faces and long lolling tongues.
Fire is always coming out from the faces of all of them. The eyes of all of them are red with
anger. They are uttering :(— We will drink all the water and thus dry up the oceans; we will
annihilate fire, we will stop the flow of air and control it. Today we will devour the whole
universe and so forth. All of them have got bows and arrows in their hands; all are eager to
fight. The four quarters are being reverberated with the clashing of their teeth. The hairs on
their heads are all tawny and they stand upwards. Each of them has one hundred Aksauhint
forces under them. O King! What more to say than this that each of them has got power to
destroy one lakh Brahméandas; and their one hundred Aksauhini forces also can do the same.
There is nothing that is not impracticable with them. What they cannot do cannot be
conceived by mind nor can be uttered in speech. All the war materials exist within their
enclosures. Chariots, horses, elephants, weapons, and forces all are unlimited. All the war
materials are ready at all times and in abundance. Next comes the eleventh enclosure wall
built of Gomedamani. It is ten Yojanas high. Its colour is like the newly blown Java flower. All
the ground, trees, tanks, houses, pillars, birds and all other things are all red and built of
Gomedamani. Here dwell the thirty-two Maha S’aktis adorned with various ornament made of
Gomedamani and furnished with various weapons. They are always eager to fight. Their eyes
are always red with anger; their bees are like Pis’achas and their hands are like chakras
(discs). “Pierce him,” “Beat him,” “Cut him,” “Tear him asunder,” “Burn him down,” are the
words constantly uttered by them. The inhabitants of the place always worship them. Each of
them has ten Aksauhini forces. These are inordinately powerful. It is impossible to describe
that. It seems that each S’akti can easily destroy one lakh Brahméandas. Innumerable
chariots, elephants, hordes, etc., and other vahanas are here. Verily all the war materials of
the Devi Bhagavati are seen in this Gomedamani enclosure.

31-51. Now | am mentioning the auspicious, sin destroying names of these S’aktis :— Vidya,
Hri, Pusti, Prajia, Sini vali, Kuhd, Rudra, Virya, Prabha, Nanda, Posani, Riddhida, S'ubha,
Kalaratri, Maharatri, Bhadra Kali, Kaparddini, Vikriti Dandi, Mundini, Sendukhanda,



S’ikhandini, Nis'umbha s’'umbha mathani, Mahisasura marddini, Indrani, Rudrani,
S’ankarardha saririni, Nari, Nirayani Tris’dlini, PalinT, Ambik4, and HIadini. (See the Daksina
Mdarti Samhita and other Tantras.)

Never there is any chance that they will be defeated anywhere. Hence if all those S’aktis get
angry at any time, this Brahméanda ceases to exist. Next to this Gomeda enclosure comes the
enclosure made of diamonds. It is ten yojanas high; on all sides there are the entrance gates;
the doors are hinged there with nice mechanisms. Nice new diamond trees exist here. All the
roads, royal roads, trees, and the spaces for watering their roots, tanks, wells, reservoirs,
Saranga and other musical instruments are all made of diamonds. Here dwells S'ri
Bhuvanes’vari Devi with Her attendants. O King! Each of them has a lakh attendants. All of
them are proud of their beauty. Some of them are holding fans in their hands; some are
holding cups for drinking water; some, betelnuts; some are holding umbrellas; some chowries;
some are holding various clothings; some flowers; some, looking glasses; some, saffrons;
some collyrium, whereas some others are holding Sinddra (red lead). Some are ready to do
the painting works; some are anxious to champoo the feet; some are eager to make Her wear
ornaments; some are anxious to put garlands of flowers on Her neck. All of them are skilled in
various arts of enjoyments and they are all young. To gain the Grace of the Devi, they
consider the whole universe as trifing. Now | shall mention to you the names of the
attendants of the Devi, proud of their possessing lots of amorous gestures and postures.
Listen. They are :— Anangaripa, Anangamadana, Madanatura, Bhuvanavega,
Bhuvanapalika, Sarvas’is’ira, Anangavedana, Anangamekhald, these are the Eight Sakhis.
Each of them is as fair as Vidyullata. Each is adorned with various ornaments and skilled in all
actions. When they walk to and fro with canes and rods in their hands in the service of the
Devi, they look as if the lightning flashes glimmer on all sides.

52-71 On the outer portion of the enclosure wall, on the eight sides are situated the dwelling
houses of these eight Sakhis and they are always full of various vahanas and weapons. Next
to this enclosure of diamond comes the thirteenth enclosure wall made of Vaidirya mani. Its
height is ten yojanas. There are entrance gates and doorways on the four sides. The court
inside, the houses, the big roads, wells, tanks, ponds, rivers and even the sands are all made
of Vaidlrya mani. On the eight sides reside the eight Matrikads Brahmi, etc., with their hosts.
These Matrikas represent the sum-total of the individual Matrikds in every Brahmanda. Now
hear their names :— (1) Brahmi, (2) Mahes'vari, (3) Kaumari, (4) Vaisnavi, (5) Varahi, (6)
Indrani, (7) Chamundéa, and (8) Maha Laksmi. Their forms are like those of Brahma and
Rudra and others. They are always engaged in doing good to the Universe and reside here
with their own Vahanas and weapons.

At the four gates, the various Vahanas of Bhagavati remain always fully equipped.
Somewhere there are Kotis and Kotis of elephants. At some places there are Kotis and Kotis
of horses; at others there are camps, houses, at others there are swans, lions; at others there
are Garudas; at other places there are peacocks, bulls and various other beings all fully
equipped and arranged in due order. Similarly the above mentioned animals are yoked to
Kotis and Kotis of chariots; there are coachmen (syces); at some places flags are fluttering
high on them so as to reach the heavens and thus they are adding beauty. At other places the
aerial cars are arranged in rows, countless, with various sounding instruments in them, with
flags soaring high in the Heavens and endowed with various ensigns and emblems. O King!
Next to this Vaidlrya enclosure, comes the fourteenth enclosure wall built of Indranilamani; its
height is ten Yojanas. The court inside, houses, roads, wells, tanks and reservoirs, etc., all
are built of Indranilamani. There is here a lotus consisting of sixteen petals extending to many



Yojanas in width and shining like a second Sudars’ana Chakra. On these sixteen petals
reside the sixteen S’aktis of Bhagavati, with their hosts. Now | am mentioning the names of
these. Hear :— Karalf, Vikarali, Uma, Sarasvati, S'ri, Durga, Usa, Laksmi, S’ruti, Smriti, Dhriti,
S’raddha, Medha, Mati, Kanti, and Arya. These are the 16 S’aktis. They all are dark blue, of
the colour of the fresh rain-cloud; they wield in their hands axes and shields. It seems they
are ever eager to fight. O King! These S’aktis are the Rulers of all the separate S’aktis of the
other Brahmandas. These are the forces of S'ri Devi.

72-90. Being strengthened by the Devi’s strength, these are always surrounded by various
chariots and forces, various other S'aktis follow them. If they like, they can cause great
agitation in the whole universe. Had | thousand faces, | would not have been able to describe
what an amount of strength they wield. Now | describe the fifteenth enclosure wall. Listen.
Next to this Indranilamani enclosure, comes the enclosure made of pearls (mukta), very wide
and ten Yojanas high. The court inside, its space, trees, all are built of pearls. Within this
enclosure there is a lotus with eight petals, all of pearls. On these petals reside the eight
S’aktis, the advisers and ministers of the Devi. Their appearances, weapons, dresses,
enjoyments, everything is like those of S’ri Devi. Their duty is to inform the Devi of what is
going on in the Brahmandas. They are skilled in all sciences and arts and clever in all actions.
They are very clever, skillful and clever in knowing beforehand the desires and intentions of
S’ri Devi and they perform those things accordingly. Each one of them has many other S’aktis
who also live here. By their Jidna S’akti they know all the news concerning the Jivas in every
Brahméanda. Now | mention the names of those eight Sakhis. Listen. Anangakusuma,
Anangakusuma-tura, Anangamadana, Ananga madanatura, Bhuvanapala, Gaganavega,
S’as’irekhd, and Gaganarekha. These are the eight Sakhis. They look red like the Rising Sun;
and in their four hands they hold noose, goad, and signs of granting boons and “no fear.” At
every instant they inform S’ri Devi of all the events of the Brahmanda. Next to this comes the
sixteenth enclosure wall made of emerald (marakata); it is ten Yojanas high; the court inside,
its space, and houses and everything are built of emeralds (marakata mani). Here exist all the
good objects of enjoyments. This is hexagonal, of the Yantra shape. And at every corner
reside the Devas. On the eastern corner resides the four-faced Brahma4; he lives with Gayatri
Devi; he holds Kamandalu, rosary, signs indicating “no fear” and Danda (rod). The Devi
Gayatri is also decorated with these. Here all the Vedas, Smritis, the Puranas, and various
weapons exist incarnate in their respective forms. All the Avataras of Brahma, Gayatri, and
Vyahritis that exist in this Brahmanda, all live here. On the south-west corner Maha Visnu
lives with Savitri; He holds conch shell, disc, club, and lotus. Savitri has got also all these.
The Avatéras of Visnu that exist in every Brahménda Matsya, Klirma, etc., and all the
Avataras of Savitri that exist in every universe, all dwell in this place. On the north western
corner exists Maha Rudra with Sarasvati. Both of them hold in their hands Paras’u, rosary,
signs granting boons and “no fear.”

91-110. All the Avataras of Rudra and Parvati (Gauri, etc.) facing south that exist in all the
Brahmandas, dwell here. All the chief Agamas, sixty four in number and all the other Tantras
reside here, incarnate in their due forms. On the south-eastern corner, the Lord of wealth,
Kuvera, of Bhagavati, surrounded by roads and shops resides here with Maha Laksmi and
his hosts holding the jar of jewels (Mani Karandikd). On the western corner exists always
Madana with Rati, holding noose, goad, bow and arrow. All his amorous attendants reside
here, incarnate in their forms. On the north-eastern corner resides always the great hero
Ganes’a, the Remover of obstacles, holding noose and goad and with his Pusti Devi. O King!
All the Vibh(tis (manifestations) of Ganes’a that exist in all the universes reside here. What
more to say than this, that Brahma and the other Devas and Devis here represent the sum-



total of all the Brahméas and the Devas and the Devis that exist in all the Brahméandas. These
all worship S’ri Bhagavati, remaining in their own spheres respectively. O King! Next come
the seventeenth enclosure wall made of Prabala. It is red like saffron and it is one hundred
Yojanas high. As before, the court inside, the ground and the houses all are made of Prabala.
The goddesses of the five elements, Hrillekhd, Gagana, Rakta, Karéalika, and
Mahochchhusma reside here. The colours and lustres of the bodies of the goddessses
resemble those of the elements over which they preside respectively. All of them are proud of
their youth and hold in their four hands noose, goad and signs granting boons and “no fear.”
They are dressed like S’'ri Devi and reside here always. Next to this comes the eighteenth
enclosure wall built of Navaratna (the nine jewels). It is many yojanas wide. This enclosure
wall is superior to all others and it is higher also. On the four sides there exist innumerable
houses, tanks, reservoirs, all built of Navaratna; these belong to the Devis, the presiding
Deities of Amnayas (that which is to be studied or learnt by heart; the Vedas). The ten Maha
Vidyas, Kali, Tara, etc., of S’ri Devi and the Mahabhedas, that is, their all the Avataras all
dwell here with their respective Avaranas, Vahanas and ornaments. All the Avataras of S'ri
Devi for the killing of the Daityas and for showing favour to the devotees live here. They are
Pas’amkus’es’vari, Bhuvanes'vari, Bhairavi, Kapala Bhuvanes’'vari, Amkus’a Bhuvanes'varf,
Pramada bhuvanes'vari, S’rfi Krodha Bhuvanes'vari, Triputas'vardha, Nityaklinng,
Annapurna, Tvarita, and the other avataras of Bhuvanes'vari, and Kali, Tara and the other
Mahavidyas are known as Mahavidyas. They live here with their Avarana Devatas, Vahanas,
and ornaments respectively. (Note :— The Avarana Deities are the attendant Deities.) Here
live also the seven Kotis of Devis presiding over the Maha Mantras, all brilliant and fair like
the Koti Suns. O King! Next to this enclosure wall comes the chief and crowning palace of S'ri
Devi, built of Chintamani gems. All the articles within this are built of Chintdmani gems. Within
this palace are seen hundreds and thousands of pillars. Some of these pillars are built of
Slryakadntamani, some are built of Chandrakadnta mani, and some are built of Vidyutkanta
mani. O King! The lustre and brilliance of these pillars is so strong that no articles within this
palace are visible to the eye. (Note :— The face of the Goddess Kali is so bright that it appears
like a shadow, i.e., black.)

Here ends the Eleventh Chapter on the description of the enclosure walls built of Padmaraga
mani, etc., of the Mani Dvipa in the Mah&apuranam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000
verses by Maharsi Veda Vyasa.

THE TWELFTH BOOK
Chapter XII
On the description of Mani Dvipa

1-17. Vyasa said :— O King Janamejaya! The Ratnagriha, above mentioned, is the Central,
the Chief and the Crowning Place of Mdla Prakriti. The nine jewels are :— (1) Mukta, (2)
Manikya, (3) Vaiddrya, (4) Gomeda, (5) Vajra, (6) Vidruma, (7) Padmaraga, (8) Marakata, and
(9) Nila. This is situated in the centre of all the enclosures. Within this there are the four
Mandapas, i.e., halls built of one thousand (i.e., innumerable) pillars. These are the S’ringara
Mandapa, Mukti Mandapa, Jidna Mandapa and Ekanta Mandapa; on the top there are
canopies of various colours; within are many scented articles scented by the Dhdpas, etc.
The brilliance of each of these is like that of one Koti Suns. On all sides of these four
Mandapas there are nice groups of gardens of Kas’mira, Mallika, and Kunda flowers. Various
scents, and scented articles, for example, of musk, etc., are fully arranged in due order. There
is a very big lotus tank here; the steps leading to it are built of jewels. Its water is nectar, on it
are innumerable full-blown lotuses and the bees are humming always over them. Many birds,



swans, Karandavas, etc., are swimming to and fro. The sweet scents of lotuses are playing all
round. In fact, the whole Manidvipa is perfumed with various scented things. Within the
S’ringara Mandapa, the Devi Bhagavati is situated in the centre on an Asana (seat) and She
hears the songs sung in tune by the other Devis along with the other Devas. Similarly sitting
on the Mukti Mandapa, She frees the Jivas from the bondages of the world. Sitting on the
JAidna Mandapa, She gives instructions on Jfidna, and sitting on the fourth Ekanta Mandapa,
She consults with Her ministers, the Sakhis, Ananga Kusuma, etc., on the creation,
preservation, etc., of the universe. O King! Now | shall describe about the main, Khas, room
of S'ri Devi. Listen. The Khas Mahal palace of the Devi Bhagavati is named S’ri Chintamani
Griha. Within this is placed the raised platform, the dais and sofa whereon the Devi taketh
Her honourable seat. The ten S’akti-tattvas form the staircases. The four legs are (1) Brahma4,
(2) Visnu, (3) Rudra, and (4) Mahes'vara. Sadas’iva forms the upper covering plank. Over this
S’ri Bhuvanes’'vara Maha Deva or the Supreme Architect of the Universe is reigning. Now
hear something about this Bhuvanes'vara. Before creation while intending to sport, the Devi
Bhagavati divided Her Body into two parts and from the right part created Bhuvanes'vara. He
has five faces and each face has three eyes. He has four hands and He is holding in each
hand speer, signs indicating do not fear, axe, and signs granting boons. He looks sixteen
years old. The lustre of of His Body is more beautiful then Koti Kandarpas and more fiery than
thousand Suns; and at the same time cool like Koti Suns. His colour is crystal white, and on
His left lap S’'ri Bhuvanes’vari Devi is always sitting.

18-29. On the hip of S’ri Bhuvanes'vari, is shining the girdle with small tinkling bells, built of
various jewels; the ornaments on the arms are made of burnished gold studded with
Vaiddryamanis; the Tatanka ornaments on Her ears are very beautiful like S’richakra and
they enhance very much the beauty of Her lotus face. The beauty of Her forehead vies with,
or defies the Moon of the eighth bright lunar day. Her lips challenge the fully ripened Bimba
fruits. Her face is shining with the Tilaka mark made of musk and saffron. The divine crown on
Her head is beautified with the Sun and Moon made of jewels; the nose ornaments are like
the star Venus and built of transparent gems, looking exceedingly beautiful and shedding
charming lustre all around. The neck is decorated with necklaces built of gems and jewels.
Her breasts are nicely decorated with camphor and saffron. Her neck is shining like a
conchshell decorated with artistic designs. Her teeth look like fully ripe pomegranate fruits. On
Her head is shining the jewel crown. Her lotus face is beautified with alaka as if these are
mad bees. Her navel is beautiful like the whirls in the river Bhagirathi; Her fingers are
decorated with jewel rings; She has three eyes like lotus leaves; the lustre of Her body is
bright like Padmardgamani cut and carved and sharpened on stone. The bracelets are
adorned with jewel tinkling bells; Her neck ornaments and medals are studded with gems and
jewels. Her hands are resplendent with the lustre of the jewels on the fingers; the braid of hair
on Her head is wreathed with a garland of Mallikd flowers; Her bodice (short jacket) is
studded with various jewels.

30-45. O King! S'ri Devi is slightly bent down with the weight of Her very high hard breasts.
She has four hands and She is holding noose, goad and signs granting boons and “do not
fear.” The all beautiful all merciful Devi is full of love gestures and beauties. Her voice is
sweeter than that of lute; the lustre of Her body is like Kotis and Kotis of Suns and Moons if
they rise simultaneously on the sky. The Sakhis, attendants, the Devas and the Devis
surround Her on all sides. Ichcha S’akti, Jidna S’akti, and Kriya S’akti all are present always
before the Devi. Lajja, Tusti, Pusti, Kirti, Kanti, Ksama, Daya, Buddhi, Medha, Smriti, and
Laksmi are always seen here incarnate in their due Forms. The nine Pitha S’aktis, Jaya,
Vijaya, Ajita, Apargjita, Nitya, Vilasini, Dogdhri, Aghora, and Mangala reside here always and



are in the service of the Devi Bhuvanes’vari. On the side of the Devi are the two oceans of
treasures; from these streams of Navaratna, gold, and seven Dhéatus (elements) go out and
assume the forms of rivers and fall into the ocean Sudh& Sindhu. Because such a Devi
Bhuvanes'vari, resplendent with all powers and prosperities, sits on the left lap of
Bhuvanes’vara, that He has, no doubt acquired His omnipotence. O King! Now | will describe
the dimensions of the Chintamani Griha. Listen. It is one thousand Yojanas wide; its centre is
very big; the rooms situated further and further are twice those preceding them. It lies in
Antariksa (the intervening space) without any support. At the times of dissolution and creation
it contracts and expands like a cloth. The lustre of this Chintamani Griha is comparatively far
more bright and beautiful than that of other enclosure walls. S’ri Devi Bhagavati dwells
always in this place. O King! All the great Bhaktas of the Devi in every Brahméanda, in the
Devaloka, in Nagaloka, in the world of men or in any other loka, all those that were engaged
in the meditation of the Devi in the sacred places of the Devi and died there, they all come
here and reside with the Devi in great joy and festivity.

46-59. On all sides rivers are flowing; some of ghee, some of milk, curd, honey, nectar,
pomegranate juice, jambu juice, and some of mango juice, sugarcane juices are flowing on all
sides. The trees here yield fruits according to one’s desires and the wells and tanks yield
water also as people desire. Never is there any want felt here of anything. Never are seen
here diseases, sorrow, old age, decrepitude, anxiety, anger, jealousy, and envy and other
lower ideas. All the inhabitants of this place are full of youth and look like one thousand Suns.
All enjoy with their wives and they worship S’ri Bhuvanes’vari. Some have attained Salokya,
some Samipya, some Sar(pya and some have attained Sarsti and pass their days in highest
comfort. The Devas that are in every Brahménda all live here and worship S’'ri Devi. The
seven Koti Maha Mantras and Maha Vidyas here assume forms and worship the Maha Maya
S’ri Bhagavati, Who is of the nature of Brahma. O King! Thus | have described to you all
about this Manidvipa. The lustre of Sun, Moon and Kotis and Kotis of lightnings cannot be
one Kotieth of one Koti part of Its lustre. At some places the lustre is like Vidrumamani; some
places as are illumined like the lustre of Marakata Mani; some, like Sarya Kanta mani and
some places are rendered brilliant like Kotis and Kotis of lightnings. The light at some places
is like Sinddra; at some places like Indranilamani; at some places, like Manikya, and at some
places like diamond. Some places are blazing like the conflagration of fire; and some places
look like molten gold; some places seem filled with the lustre of Chandrakantamani, and some
places look brilliant like Stryakantamani.

60-73. The mountains here are all built of gems and jewels; the entrance gates and
enclosures are built of gems and jewels; the trees and their leaves all are of gems; in fact all
that exist here are all of gems and jewels. At some places numbers of peacocks are dancing;
at some places cuckoos are captivating the minds of persons by cooing in the fifth tune and at
others doves and pigeons and parrots are making sweet cackling sounds. Lakhs and lakhs of
tanks are there with their pure crystal-like waters. The Red lotuses have blown fully and
enhanced the beauty of the place. The captivating scents of these lotuses extend to a
distance one hundred Yojanas all round and gladden the minds of people. The leaves are
rustling with gentle breeze. The whole sky overhead is radiant with the lustre of Chintamani
gems and jewels. All the sides are illuminated with the brilliancy of the gems and jewels. O
King! These jewels act like lamps. And the sweet scented trees emit their flagrance and it is
transmitted by breeze all around. Thus these trees serve the purpose of dhidp (scent). The
rays of these gems pierce through the openings of the jewel screens on the houses and fall
on the mirrors inside, thus causing a nice brilliant appearance that captivates the mind and
causes confusion. O King! And what shall | say of this place, more than this, that all the



powers, and wealth, all the love sentiments, all the dress suited to amorous interviews, all the
splendours, fire, energy, beauty and brilliance, the omniscience, the indomitable strength, all
the excellent qualities and all mercy and kindness are present here! The All Comprehending
Bliss and the Brahméananda can always be witnessed here! O King! Thus | have described to
you about the Manidvipa, the most exalted place of the Devi Bhagavati. At Her remembrance
all the sins are instantly destroyed. The more so, if a man remembers the Devi and about this
place at the time of death, He surely goes there. O King! He who daily reads the five
Chapters, i.e., from the eighth to this twelfth chapter, is surely untouched by any obstacles
due to the Bhltas, Pretas and Pis’achas. Especially the recitation of this at the time of
building a new house and at the time of Vastuyaga ensures all good and auspiciousness.

Here ends the Twelfth Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the description of Mani Dvipa in the
Mahapuranam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by Maharsi Veda Vyasa.

Chapter XIII
On the description of Janamejaya’s Devi Yajia

1-4. Vyasa said :— O King Janamejaya! Thus | have answered all your nice queries; also what
Narayana spoke to the highsouled Narada is also said by me. He who hears this greatly
wonderful Puranam S’ri Devi Bhagavatam certainly becomes dear to the Devi and all his
actions become fructified with success. Now as regards your mental distress, how you
prevent any evil falling to your late father in his future life, | advise you to do the Yajia in the
name of Bhagavati; and certainly your father will be saved. And you also better take the Most
Excellent Mantra of the Maha Devi duly, according to rules; and your human life will then be
crowned with success; (your life will be saved; thus you as well as your father will be saved).

5-12. Sata said :— O Risis! Hearing thus, the King asked Vyéasa Deva to initiate in the Great
Devi Mantra and thus to become his Guru. He was then initiated duly according to rules with
the Great Mantra of Bhagavati united with Pranava. When the Navaratra period arrived, he
called Dhaumya and other Brahmanas and performed the Navaratra Vrata so very dear to the
Devi, according to his state. At this time for the satisfaction of the Devi, he caused this Devi
Bhagavata Purana to be read by the Brahmanas and fed innumerable Brdhmanas and
Kumaris (virgins) and gave in charity lots of things to the poor, orphans, and the Brahmin
boys and thus finished the Vrata. O Risis! Thus completing the Deviyajfia, while the King was
sitting on his seat, the fiery Devarsi Narada came there from above playing with his lute.
Seeing him there, all on a sudden, the King got up, and paid due respects to him by asking
him to take his seat, with other necessary things. When the Devarsi became relieved of his
labour of journey, the King asked him about his welfare and then enquired into the cause of
his coming there.

13-19. O Devarsi! Whence and what for are you now coming? By your arrival here | am
become blessed and feel that my Lord has come to me; now what can | serve to you; kindly
command and oblige. Hearing this, the Devarsi Narada said :— “O King! Today | saw in the
Devaloka a very wonderful event. | wanted eagerly to inform that to you. Hence | have come
here. Your father met with a bad turn of fate for his bad action. | saw today he assumed a
divine form and he was going on a chariot. The Devas were praising him and the Apsaras
were encircling him. It seemed he was going in that dress to the Mani Dvipa. O King! You
performed the Navaratra Vrata and read the Devi Bhagavata; it seems, as a result of that,
your father has now been rewarded with such a noble and good turn of fate. Now you have
become blessed and your actions have borne fruits. You have delivered your father from the



hell and so you have become an ornament in your family. Today your name and fame have
extended to the Devaloka.”

20-30. Sdta said :(— O Risis! Hearing these words from the mouth of Narada, the King
Janamejaya became very much happy and delighted and fell prostrate at the feet of Vyasa
Deva of glorious deeds and said :(— O Best of Munis! By Thy Grace, today | have become
blessed. Now what return can | pay to Thee save bowing down to Thee. | pray that Thou dost
shew such favours to me ever and again. O Risis! Hearing these words of the King
Janamejaya, Vadarayana Veda Vyasa blessed him and spoke to him in sweet words :— “O
King! Now leave all other actions. Read always the Devi Bhagavata and worship the Lotus
Feet of S'ri Devi. Leave off all laziness and now perform the Devi Yajfia with great eclat. And
you will surely be able to cross this bondage of the world. True there are various Puranas, the
Visnu Purana, the S’iva Purana, but those cannot compare with one sixteenth of this Devi
Bhagavatam. In fact, this Puréna is the Essence of all the Purdnas. How can the other
Purénas be compared with this, wherein is established the Devi Mdla Prakriti? Reading this
Puréna from the beginning to the end yields the result of reading the Vedas. So the wise
persons should try their best to study it always.” Thus saying to Janamejaya, Veda Vyasa
departed. Then the pure minded Dhaumya and the other Brahmanas highly praised the Devi
Bhagavatam and went to their desired places. And the King Janamejaya, on the other hand,
began to read and hear always the Devi Bhagavatam and spent his days happily in governing
his kingdom.

Here end the Thirteenth Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the description of Janamejaya’s Devi
Yajiid in the Maha Purdnam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18000 verses by Maharsi Veda
Vyasa.

Chapter XIV
On the recitation of the fruits of this Puranam

1-17. Sdta said :— “O Risis! In days of yore, from the Lotus Face of the Devi Bhagavata came
out S’ri Mad Bhagavatam in the form of half a S’'loka, as the decided conclusion of the Vedas.
About what She gave instructions to Visnu, sleeping on a leaf of a Banyan tree, that same
thing, the seed of the S’ri Mad Bhagavata, Brahméa Himself expanded into one hundred Koti
s’lokas. Then, Veda Vyasa, in order to teach his own son S’uka Deva, condensed them into
eighteen thousand s’lokas, in Twelve Books and named it S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam, the
present volume. That voluminous book comprising one hundred Koti s’lokas compiled by
Brahma are still extant in the Deva loka. There is no Purana like the Devi Bhagavatam, so
merit-giving, holy and capable to destroy all the sins. The reading of every line yields the fruits
of performing many As’'vamedha sacrifices. Human beings addicted to worldly affairs will get
the merit of giving lands to the Brahmanas and they will enjoy also all the pleasures of the
world and in the end will go to the region of the Devi, if they can hear, after they have fasted
and controlled their passions, the recitation of this Puranam from the mouth of a Pauranik
Brahmana, who has been worshipped and given clothings and ornaments and is considered
as a second Veda Vyasa. Or, if anybody writes the whole of the Devi Bhagavatam with his
own hand or gets it written by a writer from the beginning to the end and gives to a Pauranik
Brahmin the book placed in a box of the form of a lion made up of gold and a cow yielding
milk with her calf with gold as his sacrificial fee; or if he feeds as many Brahmanas as there
are the number of chapters of the Devi Bhagavatam and worship as many Kumaris (virgin
girls) with saffron, sandalpaste and ornaments and feeds them with Payséanna, he gets the
merits of giving lands and enjoys all the pleasures of the world and goes in the end to the
region of the Devi. He has no want of anything who daily hears with rapt devotion this Devi



Bhagavatam. One who has no wealth gets abundance of wealth, those who are students get
knowledge, one who has no sons, gets sons if one hears this Devi Bhagavatam with true
devotion. A barren woman, or one who bears still-born children or whose offsprings never live
long or who bears only a single child, gets all her defects removed, if she hears this Devi
Bhagavatam with a steadfast devotion. The house where this Puréana is worshipped, Laksmi
and Sarasvati dwell there, leaving their animosities towards each other. By the influence of
this Devi Bhagavatam the Dakinis, Vetalas, Raksasas, and other ghosts cannot cast a glance
even on its devotee. If anybody gets fever and if the S’ri Devi Bhagavatam be read touching
him with a concentrated attention, all the complaints disappear. By reading this Bhagavatam,
one hundred times even more difficult than the severe disease pthisis is cured.

18-20. If after performing the Sandhy4, one reads only one chapter of this Bhagavatam with a
collected mind, he soon acquires the Real Knowledge. O Muni S’aunaka! While going to read
this Bhagavatam, first examine omens and then read. | have spoken already on this subject. If
during the S’aradiya PUja (the autumnal Durga Puja), at the Navaratra period, one reads with
devotion this Bhagavatam, the Devi Bhagavati becomes greatly pleased and awards him
results more than his desires.

21-31. During the Navaratri period all can read well this book for the satisfaction of his Ista
Deva (his own deity) whether he be a Vaisnava, S’aiva, Saura, Ganapatya or a S’akta. All can
read this for the satisfaction of Laksmi, Umé& and other S’aktis. The Vaidik Brahmanas are to
recite this daily for the satisfaction of the Devi Gayatri. This Purdnam is not contradictory to
any sectarian belief. The reason of this being that to whatever deity he pays his worship, he
must worship some S’akti or other, this is stated everywhere. So for the satisfaction of one’s
own S’akti, all can read this, without contradicting each other. Never any woman nor any
S’Qdra, is to read this herself or himself, even out of ignorance; rather they should hear this
from the mouth of a Brahmana. This is the rule of the S’astras. (The vibrations and the
consequent results would be truer then.) O Risis! What more to say on this book than this,
that this Puranam is the most excellent of all and yields great merits. It is the essence of the
Vedas. This | tell you with great certainty. There is not the least doubt in this. Reading or
hearing this yields results equivalent to reading or hearing the Vedas. | now bow to the Devi
of the nature of Hrfim and established by Gayatri, of the nature of Everlasting Existence,
Intelligence and Bliss, Who stimulates our activities to the understanding of various subjects.
Thus hearing the excellent words of Sdta, the great Pauranik, all the Munis of Naimisaranya
worshipped him specially and as the result of hearing this Purdnam glady became the
servants of the Lotus Feet of the Devi and they attained the Highest Rest. The Munis
expressed their humility and gratitude to Sata frequently and bowed down to him again and
again. And they said :— “O Sdata! It is you that have saved us from this ocean of world.” Thus
(the great Bhagavata) Sdta, the bee drinking the honey of the Lotus Feet of the Devi, recited
before the assemblage of the best of the Munis this Purdnam from the beginning to the end,
the Secret of all the Nigamas and full of the Glories of the Devi Bhagavati. After this the Risis
bowed down to him and he blessed and honoured them.

Then he went away to his desired place. Here the Devi Bhagavatam ends and is fully
completed.

Here ends the Fourteenth Chapter of the Twelfth Book on the recitation of the fruits of this
Purédnam in the Mah& Purdnam S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam of 18,000 verses by Maharsi
Veda Vyasa.

Here ends as well the Full Treatise, S’ri Mad Devi Bhagavatam.



Om Tat Sat



